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To M. WM. Eſq; 


'SJR, 


Hen the benefiting of Mankind,is that which Perſons ſhould aim 
at when they Publiſh any Treatieſs, I cannot approve of Mens 
— to ſend every Diſcourſe to the Preſs, that might 
be well adapted to # Chriſtion Auditory ; eſpecially when we are al- 
ready ſupply'd with ſo many Excellent Practical Trac :: And tis pro- 
bable, that you and others will wonder at my Publication of theſe plain 
Sermons ; which yet I ſhould not need to be aſhamed of, had my Manage- 
ment (as I am ſenſible it is not)been anſwerable to the Weight and Dig- 
nity of the Subject therein handled. But, Sir, there are other Reaſons 
of publiſhing Sermons, ſuch as Vindicating the Preacher, when Traduced, 
Aſperſed, Ridicul d and Miſrepreſented; and he _ appeals to the 
World for his Juſtification. Sir, when this is my preſent Caſe, I knom 
no Perſon more proper to Dedicate theſe to than yourſelf ; and muſt tell 
my Readers, that if they receive any Advantage by them, as I hope 
they will, they are oblig'd to you for a ſight of them. Tt I would not 
have them miſtake: It is not, as is uſual in theſe Caſes, from your 
Approbation of them, but (which I publiſh not to expoſe vou, but to vin- 
dicate my ſelf ) your injurious treatment of them; Of the Firſt, by 
making it the Subject of your profane ſcurrilous Mirth, and that on the 
day whereon it was Preached ; and of the Second, as you unworthily 
miſrepreſented it, by reporting, That I ſpent half an Hour in can- 
vaſing the Point, whether Solomon was ſav'd or damn'd. When 
the Reader will find that ſcarce a Minute was ſpent on that Subject. 
Tho, had it been more, when unthinking Debauchees make Solo- 
mon's Example a Plea for their perſiſting in Lewaneſs, I ſay if more 
time had been ſpent in order to convince them of the Vanity ofthis Plea, 
wo good Man would efteem that time miſempley d. Hence theſe Ser- 
mon are preſented to the Publick View, both that the Warld may judge 
whether they deſerve this Treatment and Repreſentation : and that you 
may on ſedate Thoughts judge whether you have herein acted as be- 
came a Chriſtian, or a Gentleman, in expoſing a Clergy-man, and him 
a Stranger, to the Scorn and Deriſian of them you met with, (however 
thoſe with whom your Reports would have Credit) and hereby, 

as much as lay in po ir Power) murthering my Reputation, and 
hence rendring my Miniſterial Labours leſs ſucceſsful by making my 
Perſon, contemptible. I am ſenſible that neither my Perſon, nor Pere 
formances, abſtracted from other Conſiderations, challenge anyRegard : 
But mhen through theſe, my Sacred Function, (which the Irreligious 

Debauchees of this Age profanely Nick-name Pꝛieſt⸗Craft) come: 
to be traduced, and thereby the Honaur of Chriſt himſelf (who In- 

ftituted this Office, and by one of his Subſtitutes call'd me to it, (cho 
unworthy of t bat Dignity) is infringed ; I look ent as my Duty to do 
wha! I can to prevent the Contempt of my Function, and the Diſhonour 
of my Lord and Maſter ; and hence have recourſe to this Appeal, which 
probably might have been ſooner made, had not my whale time been ta- 
ken up by other Work which ſome Frie dg of pours have been pleaſed 
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The Dedicatibtn 
to cut out for me. When St. Paul preac#d to Belix of Righteouſneſs 
or Juſtice. of Temperance or Continence, ( £&y:£4]:45 ) the Firſt 


made him refle# on his own unrighteow Depredations of his Rro- 
vince, and other Act, of Injuſtice ; and the Second oh his Adulte- 


your deraining of Drofills another Nan's Wife : And the” bi might, 


thro” the Intereſt his Brot her Pallas had with the Emperor, hope (as 
it afterwards happen d) to eſcape Puniſhment from an earthly Tribu- 
nal yet the Thoughts of a Divine Tribunal, a Judgment tocome, 
made this great Roman Prefe# to tremble: before his contemptible 
Priſoner. But there are ſome in theſe Days, who, when rouz d by Ser- 
mon, or otherwiſe come to reflect on their Guilt, have 5 pre Methods 
to ſtill their Conſcriences, or at leaft to drown the noiſe of its Clamours : 
And amone others, by their intemperate Laughter, and ridiculing the 
ſerious Advice of their Monitors, tho" ſolemnly deliver d as the Word 
of GOD, and by them evinc'd to be the Will of the Great King of 
Kings. ©.r ,I beſeech pou, examine yourielf, and judge impartially 
whether thu be not yo''r own e. I preſſed upon my Auditors, in my 
Firſt Sermon, the Neceſſity of a Kind, Loving, and Peaceable Temper, 
& eſſential to, and inſeparable from a ſincere Chriſtian. Sir, did not 
thu make vu reflect on your Carriage toward that worthy Perſon, w ho 
labours among you, and is over you in the Lord, whom poit are 
therefore, according to the Adoftle's Injun#ion, to eſteem very highly 
in Love for his Work ſake, and for his Maſter Chriſt's ſake, whoſe 
Miniſter he is ? Did not the ſenſe of the Neglect of that ſpecial Love 
and Reſpect which 1s due to him, nay pour ſcandalous Variance with 
him, make y u uneaſy, and cauſe you to make uſe of your ſinful 
Mirth,and the Sport and Paſtime, you made by your Refleions on the 
Preacher that touch d the Sore, at a Medicine to allay the ſmart? Sir, I 
bl:ſs God, I have in ſome meaſure learnt the Leſſon given Matth. 
v. 44 which our Bleſſed Saviour taught us not only by his Sermon ow 
the Mount, but alſo by his Example on th Croſs ; Love your Ene- 
mies, bleſs them rhat curſe you, do good to them that hare you, 
and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you: And do ſincerely 
preſent that pious Petition in our Excellent Litany, That it would 
pleaſe God to forgive our Enemies, Perſecuters and Slanderers, 
and to turn their Hearts. And particularly, I do moſt heartily 
beg of God, that He would ſo turn pour Heart, that von becoming ſen- 
feole F = former Failings, may for the future walk worthy of 
your Vocation as a Chriſtian, anſwerable to your Station and Nua- 
lity as @ Gentleman, and become Exemplary in all Chriſtian Verues 
and Graces; that ou may have your Recompence of Reward in 
another World, and in this, enjoy the Favour of God, inward Peace in 
your Reflect ions on a new well-ſpent Life, becoming truly lov d and ho- 
nour d by all, eſpecially Good Men, and hereby oblige me, among others, 
zo be in every reſpect fincerely, 


DIR, 
Veur Faithful]! humble Servant, 
As 4 3. 


v * 


G ALATIANS V. 22. and part of the 23 Verſe. 

But the Fruit of the Spirit is Lowe, Foy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Tem- 
Perance. | 


>\\#" BY the 25th Verſe of this Chapter, ſome 
e Verſes after my Texte, we find the 
&> Apoſtle St. Paul beſpeaking the Galati- 
ans, to whom he now writes in this 

T manner. If we live in the Spirit, let us 
walk in the Spirit. Which Words ſeem 
to carry in them ſomething ofSmartneſs 
and Sharpneſs, to caſt a Reflection up- 
on the Galatians, implying that they, 
at leaſt ſome of them prerended much 
to the Spirit, but yet did not walk accord- 

ing to the Spirit; made outward Profeſſion and boaſted of them- 
felves, as having greater Meaſures of the Gifts and Graces of 
the Spirit than others, whereas their Lives and Actions did 
teſtify no ſuch thing, but rather the contrary. And indeed both 
in the Apoſtles time and ever ſince the Church of Chriſt hath 
had large Experience of ſuch Pretenders. This our Apoſtle as 
He bes notice thereof in the Corinthian Church alſo, ſo in his 
Epiſtle to them, he neither wonders himſelf, nor would have 
them wonder thereat. And no marvel, faith he, (and he gives 
the reaſon why there was no ground to marvel thereat) for Satan 
himſelf is transformed into an Angel of Light, therefore it is no great 
thing if his miniſtzrs alſo be transformed as the Miniſters of Righteouſ- 
zeſr. So excellent and deſirable in themſelves are the Gifts and 
Graces of the Divine Spirit, that both Evil Angels and Evil 
Men, tho' they are but Strangers and Enemies to this , 


would willingly be taken for Friends to it, and Partakers of a. y 
+ | 


(6) 

The Extraordinary Meaſures and Gifts of the Spicit which were 
firſt given to-the Apoſtles, and afrer for ſome Ages were con- 
tinued in the Church, ſuch as the Power of working Miracles, 
healing Diſeaſes, caſting out Devils, ſpeaking divers Tongues, 
tho they did not immediately tend to, nor were deſign'd for, 
the Salvation and Sanctification of thoſe that had them, but ra- 
ther for the Confirmation and Propagation of the Goſpel; yet 
were they juſtly eſteem'd and highly priz'd, and in themſelves 
deſirable. To be an Inſtrument to God in ſo eminent a. manner 
for'the good of the World, ro be able to do fo mighty Works, 
which could proceed from nothing but the Almighty Power of 
God, acting in them, and with them, that did them; to be ſent 
an immediate Meſſenger of God, by Signs, Wonders, and Mi- 
racles, to convert the World from Darkneſs to Light, from 
the Power of Satan to God; like another Moſes to bring the 
Children of 7/-ee! out of Ægypbt; to have been made a God unto 
Man, as Moſes is ſaid to have been made a God unto Pharaoh; 
this is a moſt honourable, moſt glorious Employment, becom- 
ing the moſt Noble, the moſt Improved amongſt the Sons of 
Men: Next to the Sanctifying Grace of God, this is the greateſt 
Accompliſhment, the moſt valuable Gift that Almighty God 
can beſtow on the Children of Men. And our Apoſtle, tho” he 
doth indeed undervalue. theſe Extraordinary Gifts in compariſon 
with Charity, and the Saving Graces of the Spirit in the 12, 13, 
and 14th Chapters of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians; yet doth 
he adviſe the Members of that Church to cover earnefily the beſt 
Gifts, to deſire Spiritual Gifts, eſpecially that they might Prophe- 
fe. Moſt uſeful and excellent then were thoſe Spiritual Gifts 
in the Fr times of Chriſtianity, and therefore juſt ground was 
there to efteem and value them, and they being in themſelves fo 
valuable, Satan and his Inſtruments, Wicked Men, were not want- 
ing inpretending to them. That Man of Sin, whoever he was, ſpo- 
ken of, z Theſſii. is ſaid to have his coming after the working of Satan, 
With all Power, and Signs, and Lying Wonders. And Simon Magus 
the Sorcerer, who had in former times bewitched the People of Samaria, 
Jo that they all gave heed to him as ſame great one, ſecing the Mira- 
cles dome, firfs by Philip. then by Peter and John, hom that by laying 
en of the Hands of thcſe Apoſtles the Holy Ghoſt was given, Was ve- 
ry ambitious of this Power, and for the purchale of ſo excellent 
a Gift offer d Money to the Apoſtles: Give me alſo this Power, 
faith he, that en whomſoever I lay bands he may receive the Holy 
Ghoft, Acts viii. 19. This vile Sorcerer was ſenſible what glo- 
rious Accompliſhments, what admirable Endowments theſe 
were, and thereupon was exceeding defirous of them; tho' he 
was ſo baſely ſordid, ſo forriſhly ſtupid ,as to think they could be 
procured by Money, and ſo groſly prophane, as thereby to de- 
ſign nothing more than rhe procuring to himſelf Glory and Ad- 
vantage, than to be admired amongſt rhe People, or to make a 
Gain of them, a greater Gain than he had formerly got by his 
Sorceries. But we learn from hence, that when theſe SINN, 
nary 


having abundant grounds for our Faith from the undoubted 
Miracles of Our Bleſſed Lord himſelf and his Apoſtles, record- 


1 


dinary Gifts of the Spirit were diſpenſed in the Church, thege 
were many that pretended to them, who had no ſhare or inte- 
reſt in them; many that deſired them for more low, baſe, and 
inglorious Ends, than — were deſign'd ro by him that gave 
them. Nay after the Goſpel was ſpread abroad, and the Light 
and Truth thereof had made ſuch progreſs in the World, t 

theſe Extraordinary Fruits of the Spirit were not neceſſary for 
the farther Confirmation thereof, and conſequently ceaſed, 
were no longer continued in the Church; yer were there not 
wanting ever and anon ſuch as would be pretending to them. 
The Hiſtory of the Church ſufficiently acquaints us, what ad- 
vantage the Biſhops, and other Eccleſiaſticks of the Rum 
Church, made by ſuch Frauds and Forgeries as theſe ; How 
they founded and maintain'd their Superſtitions by feigned Mi- 
racles ; how they abus'd the Ignorance and Simplicity of their 


credulous Proſylites with fabulous Legends, and forged Stories 


of greatWonders and miraculous * done by their pre- 
rended Saints. But, bleſſed be God, the Chriſtian Churches are 


now more enlighten'd, grown more wiſe than to be ſeduced 
and gull'd by ſuch manifeſt Forgeries. We adore the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God, that when there was need for it, He 


e ſuch extraordinary and wonderful Gifrs to the Sons of 
en. And we acquieſce in and ſubmit to the ſame Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, in taking them away when he thought fir, 


ed in the Sacred Books of the ſaid Apoſtles and the Evangelifts. 


But tho' the Light and Knowledge of the latter Times has put 
to ſilence moſt Pretenders to theſe Miraculous Gifts; yet the 


Church of Chriſt as they always had, ſo have they ſtill at pre- 
ſent ſtore of Pretenders to the Ordinary Gifts of the Spirit, the 


inward Graces that are wrought by this Spirit in the Hearts of 


all good and holy Men. As the moſt fruitful Soils are ſtored 
with variety of Weeds, and uſeleſs or noiſome Plants, fo the 


beſt Churches ever had the Roots of Hypocriſy ſpringing 


up 2 
mongſt them; and no wonder that ſuch as are Enemies in theie 
Hearts to God, and the ways of God, ſhould yet be deſirous to 


ſeem Pious and Holy Perſons, There is an ſuch eſſential Beau- 


ty, ſuch an overcoming Lovelineſs in true Piety, that no. Man 


ok ordinary ingenuity but would gladly be accounted Pious, 


. accounted Vertuous. Beſides, crafry Hypocrites know too well 
what temporal Advantages to make of the outward Garb and 


Pretence of Honeſty and Piety, how they can with more eaſe 


and facility both ſatisſie their inward Luſts, and carry on their 


worldly Deſignes whilſt they are taken for Good and Religious 
Men. Moſt notorious Pretenders in this kind in the Jewiſb Church 
were the Phariſees ; Men ſo $kill'd and exerciſed in all the Arts 


and Methods of Hypocriſy, ſo accuſtom'd to carry on the moſt 


pernicious Deſigns under a Cloak and Colour of Religion, that 
che very name of a Phariſee is juſtly odious to all Perſons of 
| Sigcerity 


— — 


; (8) 
1 Sincerity and Integrity. Muſt not they needs be moſt notori- 
1 ous Vilſains in this kind, moſt excellent for this Religious 
[ Forgery, that could bring the Lord of Life and Glory to the Block, 
I ro the Croſs, for Blaſphemy ? That could prevail with the de- 
0 luded People to deny the Holy One and the Juſt, and deſtre a murde- 
9 rer to be granted unto them? That could arraign, accuſe, con- 
i demn him for Impiety, and want of Reverence to the Divine 
l Majeſty, whoſe mighty Works they had ſeen, whoſe heavenly 
i Diſcourſes they had heard, whoſe Holy, Innocent, Inoffenſive 
| Life they could not but be acquainted with? But they are not 
the Jewiſh, but the Chriſtian Phariſees my Text relates to, and 
| with whom St. Paul hath to do in this Epiſtle. For of ſo diffu- 
| 
| 


five a Nature is this Leven of Hypecriſie, that tho' our Bleſſed 

Lord did moſt plainly caveat his Diſciples againft it, yet his 

| | Apoſtles were not able to preſerve from its Infection thoſe 
| very Churches which they themſelves gather'd, planted, and 
0 water d, whereof they had the Care and Inſpection. No fooner 
| did Our Lord, and the Labourers he ſent into his Harveſt Sow 
the precious Seed, but the Enemy mixed Tares with ir. The 
Apoſtles were not fo happy Fiſhers of Men, but that in the Nets 
which they ſpread were caught as well bad as good Fiſhes. The 
Fold of Chrift was never ſo guarded, but that Goats as well as 
Sheep did creep into it. We may talk of pure Churches, but 
we hall never find them, till we come to Heaven, to the Ce- 
Jeſtial Jeruſalem, to the bleſſed Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- born, 
the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfett. The Angels muſt come down and 
Separate the Chaff from the Wheat, the Goats from the Sheep, before 
the Wheat be gather d into the Barn, and the Sheep ſit down together 
r Chriſt's right hand. And when ſhall that be? Nor till the Sen 
1 Hall come in his Glory, and all his Holy Angels with him, as 
himſelf hath foretold, Matth. xxv. 31. Then indeed not on- 

Iy the Tears of the Saints, but the Paintings of Hypocritical Pre- 
tenders fhall be wiped away from their Faces. Then ſhall Feruſalem, 

the Church be ſearched with Candles, (as the Prophet's Expreſſion 

is) ſuch a Light ſer up therein, that all the Workers and Works 

0 of Darkneſs thall be diſcover'd ; then ſhall be known who have 
h Right to the Tree of Life, and may enter thro the Gates into the City; 
they are St. John's Words in his laſt Chapter of his Revelations : 
j And then the Days ſhall be without, not only Sorcerers, and 
6 Whoremongers, and Murderers and Idolaters, but whoſoever loveth and 
i makerh a Lye, that is, ſaith Dr. Hammond, © Hypocritical trea- 
* cherous Perſons, falſe equivocal Members of Chriſt's Church; 
| Theſe as well as Sorceress and the reſt ſhall be kept out of the 
; Church above; but the Church upon Earth never was nor have 
we ground to expect that ever it will be ſo pure, as to have all 
; ſuch excluded from it. That there were thoſe that did pretend 
| ro the Spirit, and yet did walk after the Fl:h in the Galatian 
| Church,our Apoſtle knew very well, and doth moſt ſharply re- 
upon them in this whole Chapter, (as I intimated before) 

i not only as groſs Impoſtors, bur as leſs conſiderative, mw . 
4 2560fY ooliſh; 
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Holiſhh ; intimating that whole Church to have fo little WiC. 


dom, ſo little Underſtanding, as not to diſcern their Wicked. 
neſſes, notwithſtanding all the fair ſkew they made. The Works 
of the Fleſh are manifc#, faith he, v. 19. As if he had ſaid, Away 
with your idle Pretences, your Lives and Practices are ſuch, that 
all ſober Men, Men that have any degree of ſound Reaſon, or 
the leaſt touch of true Piety, muſt needs condemn Them and 
You. What! Live in known Uncleannefſs, (for f:ch he intimates 
them to be) v. 19. Live in open Strife, in Hatred. Emularions, 
Wrath, Sedirions, and yet ftile yourſelves the Only Spiritual 
Perſons! What irrational Deluſions are thete ! I ſhall nor need 
ro write much to convince yourſelves or others how fir you ate 
yet immerſed inthe very Dregs of Carnality, in the mo# ſordid 
Luſts of the Fleſh : I will only lay before you what rhe L1its of 
the Fleſh are, and leave it to your own and other Mens Cor cis 
ences to judge by them. And fo in the 19, 20, and 21 vert, he 
gives in a Liſt, a large Liſt of che Works of the Fleſh, ro be pert td 
in that Church, and all ſucceeding Churches of Chriſtians. And 
upon that occaſion he proceeds ro enumerate alſo ſome of the 
genuine and proper Fruits and Graces of the Spirit, that a» by the 
former Catalogue of the Sins of the Fl: they might difcern 
what they were, even carnal, profane, vicious perſons: o oy 
this of the Fruits of the Spirit, they might learn what thev were 
not; how far they were wanting, and came ſhort t that Shir it 
which they pretended to. | 
In my Text are enumerated the Fruits of the Syirit, which 
the Apoſtle thinks fir now to mind them of. Th- Fr» ef the & pi- 
ri: (faith he) is Love, Joy, Peace, Lonz-ſuff:ring, Gentlen+ſ+; Goods 
neſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. Of all which it may © © fore 
ved in the firſt place, (and it ſhall be my Obſervation »* this 
time) that they are ſuch as refer immediately not to or Nuty 
towards GO D, but to our Duty towards our Neighboiir, to- 
wards one another. The Apoſtle well underſtood that rthel- Friſe 
Teachers amongſt the Galatians made great ſhew of Zea! for 
GOD, and for the Jews Ceremonial Worſhip ; and revile!, yea 
perſecuted the Believing Heathen, becauſe they did not comply 
with this Worſhip, theſe Ceremonies, which were origirally in. 
ſtituted by GOD Himfelf: And therefore, tho' be well knew 
alſo their Falſeneſs and Hypocrifie herein, that they had no true 
Reverence either for GO D or that Worſhip, yer he ſeemingly 
takes for granted what they pretended ; but lets them underſtand 
that there were other Fru:ts of the Spirit, Viz. ſuch as relate to one 
another, which they were Strangers to, and thereby were their 
Chears and Pretences ſufficiently manifeſt. Indeed we cannot be 
truly honeſt Men; unleſs we be pious Chriſtians, The Fear and 
Love of GOD is the Foundation of all true Love and Friend- 
ſhip amongſt Men. If we be wanting in our Duty towards GOD, 
deal falſly with Him, we ſhall be wanting in our Duty towards 
our Neighbour, and much more deal felſly with them, when we 
have an Opportunity and Temptation thereto, Religion is eſ- 
_— 7 B ſential 
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(10) 
ſential to all Moral Virtues. True Morality is the Fruit of true 
Picty. Chriſtian Religion is Morality in its Perfection. The, 
Deſign of-it is to make us hve like rational Creatures, thar is, 
good Moraliſts, to enable us to anſwer the Ends of our Creation, 
in our Duties towards GOD and towards Men, to reſtore us to 
that Univerſal Purity and Pet fection by CHRIST, which we 
loſt in Alam. Ir is vain to diſtinguiſh betwixt True Religion 
and True Morality. No Man is truly a Moral Man, that is not 
truly a Religious Man: And no Man is truly Religious, that is 
not truly Moral. High Pretences to Piety there may be in per- 
ſons that are Immoral, and ſecretly, and inwardly ar leaſt, Vi- 
cious; but no true no real Piety. Oa the other hand, ſome Um- 
brages of Vertue, ſome ſmall Reſemblances thereof there may 
be in impious and irreligious perſons, eſpecially ſuch as have 
had ingenuous Education, and have not altogether debauched 
their own Natures and Tempers by contratted Habits of Sin 
and Wickedneſs: Bur it is Religion and Piety, the true Fear of 
GOD, that muſt make ustruly Moral, truly Vertuous Men. As 
therefore it is groundleſs and vain to pretend to be Honeſt and 
Vertuous, while we neglect GOD, and the Duties of His im- 
mediate Worſhip ; while we do not acknowledge our Depen- 
dence on Him, make our Addreſſes to Him, publickly and pri- 
vately, by imploring His Grace and Aſſiſtance, for the ſubduing 
of Sin in us, for His Direction and Guidance in all our Ways, 
all our Undertakings, for the Pardon of our Sins, and removing 
from us thoſe Judgments which by our renewed Provocations 
we may juſtly expe& from His hand ; by aſcribing to Him the 
Glory due unto Him, for all the good things we enjoy by His 
Care and Providence over us, whether they relate to this Life, 
or to out future State; to our Bodies, or to our Souls: Whilſt 
we cannot without murmuring and repining humbly ſubmit our- 
ſelves to His Diſpenſations, tho' they may ſeem grievous unto 
us, cannot deny ourſelves, and take up our Croſs, that is, be wil- 
ling to forſake all our carnal Deſires, and worldly Enjoyments, 
rather than ſin againſt GOD, and with Contentedneſs acquieſce 
in ſuch Inſtances of His Providence, ſuch Portions of outward 


' Bleſſings, ſuch a Condition and Calling as He in His Wiſdom 
thinks fir to exerciſe us with, afford to us, and appoint for us: 


Laſtly, While we do not conſcientiouſly, and with ready and 
chearful Hearts, attend upon thoſe Sacred Inſtitutions whereby 
we are to teſtifie our Obſervance of Him, and our Obedience to 
Him, whereby we are to manifeſt to the World that we own 
Him to be our GOD, and His People for our Brethren; that we 
Believe His Word, Hope in His Promiſes, Fear His Threatnings, 
Truſt in His Mercy, Devote ourſelves to His Service; In a 
word; while we do not Love the Lord our God with all our Heart, 
and all our Soul, and with all our Mind, which, our Saviour tells us, 
is the firft and great Commandment ; I ſay, As while we are not 
thus Religious towards GQD, it is vain to pretend or think 
ourſelves to be good Men: ſo it is Hypocritical to gs be 
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thus Religious, and yet not to walk in all Honeſty and Good 


Will, Love and Peace towards Men. To that fr and great 
Commandment, our Saviour indiſpenſibly annexeth this, as the ſe- 
cond and like to it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. Shew 
me thy Faith by thy Works, faith St. James, thy Love to G OD, by 
thy Love to thy Neighbour. And St John hath a ſharp and pun- 
gent Interrogation to the ſame purpoſe, and more exprefs. 1 Foh, 
Iv. 20. He that loveth not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not ſeen? As a participation of the ſame Na- 
ture, ſo our mutual ſight of, and converſe with one another, 
ought to enkindle mutual Love in us. GOD, indeed, more des 
ſerves the Love of every one of us, than we can deſerve the Love 
of one another: yet by reaſon of GO D's inuiſibility to us, and 
his diſtance from us, the Apoſtle ſeems to take ir for granted, 
that it is eaſter for us to love one another, than it is to love 
GOD; and therefore concludes it to be a meer deluſion, to pre- 
tend to the greateſt and moſt difficult, when we are wanting in 
that which is more eafie to us. He muſt needs be an abſolute 
Stranger to the Goſpel, wholly unacquainted with the Dattrine 
which CHRIST taught when He was upon Earth, and infpi- 
red His Apoſtles to teach when He was gone to Heaven, muſt 
never have read or heard the Sacred Writings of the Chriſtian 
Church, the Books of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, that knows 
not that Love is the grand Condition of the Goſpel-Charter. 
Even Faith itielf, without Love, will not fave us. The Apoſtle 
hath expreſly told us, That that Faith whereby we are juſtified, 
is a Faith working by Love, or a Faith that is completed by Love, 
in the 6th verſe of this Chapter of my Text. 

As the Goſpel acquaints us with the higheſt and greateſt In- 
ſtances of GO D's Love to Mankind, ſo ir lays on us the great- 
eſt Obligations to love all Men. The more we are enlarged ro 
the Love of each other, the more we deſire, promote and rejoice 
in the Good of one another; The more we come near to the 
Likeneſs of GOD, the more we partake of the Divine Nature; 
for God is Love: And the more ill Will, Envy, Hatred, Emula- 
tions, Contentions, and groundleſs Eftrangement from each other 
. amongſt us, the more we come near, and are like thoſe 

vil Apoſtate Spirits that hate both GO D and Us. Shall GOD 
ſo far condeſcend as to make Man the Object of His Love, and 
ſhall we eſteem Man, whom G OD loves, unworthy of our Love? 
Or can we hope that GOD ſhould love us, be at Peace with us, 
when we do not love, are not at Peace with our Brethren? He 
that can thus hope, muſt ground his Perſwaſions upon other Ar- 
guments than any the Goſpel will afford him. Our LORD, 
the Author of the Goſpel, immediately to that Form of Prayer 
which He himſelf hath left us, ſubjoins this as a farther Explica- 
tion of one Branch thereof: For if you forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, 
your Heavenly Father will alſo forgive you; but if you forgive not Men 
their Treſpaſſes, neither will your Heaven'y Father forgive you. When= 
ever theretore we conſult the Sacred Records of the New-Telſta- 
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ment, when we ſeriouſly reflect upon the Religion which we all 
profeſs; we may juſtly wonder that any can ſtile themſelves 
Saints, pretend to greater Meaſures of the Spirit, look upon 
themſelves and their own Party as the only People of GOD, 
and yer flight, condemn, cenſ:re, hate all ſuch as do not run 
into the fame Extravagances with themſelves; that can raile, fo- 
ment, continue Diviſtons and Separations in thoſe Churches, 
nich they cannot, chey dare not but own for eminent Churches 
of CHRIST. What Spirit ic is that acts ſuch, we will not 
ju ge; this we aſſert with the Apoſtle, thac rhe fruitsof the Goſpel- 
Spirit ace Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuFerinr, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
M:ckneſs, Temperance. All which Graces are as indiſpenſi- 
bly to be obtcrved by all Saints, by all Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity, are as eſſential to the evidencing us to be C HRIST's 
Ditcip'es, to live under the Influences of this Spirit, as rhoſe 
Duties are which refer immediately to G O D Himſelf: 
And that they do all refer to our mutual Duties as Chri- 
ſtians, which is the Ground of my preſent Diſcourſe, is the 
joynt Conſent of moſt Expoſitors: and the Context in 
what goes before, and in what follows, and the very Tex- 
ture and Coherence of them in themſelves, doth evince as 
much. For Love, which is the ficſt-Fruit of the Nine here 
me:itione, ir is taken here in a limited and reſtrain'd Notion, 
not in its largeſt Acceptation, as it includes our whole Duty 
both towards God and Man, and ſo relates to Both, (as ſome- 
times it js taken, as when it is ſaid, Love is the fulfiling of the 
Law ;) Nor as it includes our whole Duty to one another; for 
then there needed no mention of the reſt, bur as it is a particu- 
Jar, one ſingle Grace, and Fruit of the Spirit, relating to our 
Neighbour, as the reſt here enumerated are, (they are all ſingle 
Graces) and fo it ſignifies that Heavenly Diſpoſition whereby 
we are inclin'd to do all the Good we can to one another, a rea- 
dineſs to embrace all Opportunies of helping, adviſing, comfort. 
ing and communicating to others, as their Neceſkties require, 
and our Abilities will permit, Love, faith Gretius, hic ſignificat 
Beneficentiam, in this place denotes the doing of Good. Our Reli- 
gion, the true Spirit of the Goſpel, obliges us to be ſo far from 
doing Injury to, from Wronging or Deceiving one another, 
that it opens our Hearts and Hands to communicate ſometimes 
of our own, thereby to ſupply the Neceflities of others. Nay, 
the next Fruit of the Spirit, Joy, raiſes us higher ſtill; for Joy 
denotes not only a Willingneſs, but a Rejoycing in doing Good, 
taking a Uclight and inward Satisfaction therein. And indeed 
there is juſt Ground for a Man to rejoyce that God makes uſe 
of him to do good to others, that He ſingles him out as his 
Steward to dilpente Bleſtings to the reſt of his Houſhold. I ſay, 
this is a true ground of Rejoycing, of inward Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction to a Man's Mind, nay of Bleſſing God, For this 1s an 
Honour pur upon us, it is highly valuable in itſelf, and it is 
lovely and honourable in the Eyes of all Men, and it intitles us 
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to a ſpecial Intereſt in God's Love. This Rejoycing in doing 
Good, doth not only make us Perfect, as our Heavenly Father is 
Perfect, according to our Saviour's Expreſſion, Marth. v. that is, 
makes us in ſome degree like God himſelf, but ir alſo gives us 
a ſpecial Intereſt in God's Love. God loverh a chearful Giver. 
They are, you know, the Apoſtles Words, 2 Cor. ix. 7. Where 
by a Chearful Giver, J rake to be meant him that chearfully 
embraces, and ſceks after all Opportunities of doing all the 
Good he can inthe World by what Means ſoever: So when it 
is ſaid God lover ſuch a one, thereby is fignify'd that God in 
an eſpecial manner Approves, is Delighted with, and will Re. 
ward him. This is he thar rightly improves his Maſter's Ta- 
lent, and therefore he need not fear but at the great Day of 
Accounts, he ſhall hear from the Mouth of his Lord, l done 
thou good and faithful Servant, enter into the joy of thy Lord. The 
next Fruit of the Spirit is Peace. A Bleited Fruit alſo, if we 
conlider and underſtand what the import of it is; for by Peace 
here is meant Peaceable-mindedneſs, an inoffenſive Temper, 
call'd in other Places, (as Dr. Hammond obſcrves) purſuing Peace, 
an endeavouring to live in Unicy, Agreement and Concord. Fuga 
Diſjidiorum, (faith Grotius) avoiding of Diſſenſions, Strifes and 
Diviſions, and is oppoſed ro Contention, Variance, Emula- 
tions and Seditions, which in the 2cth verſe are reckon'd as 
Fruits of the Fb. Pacem »ppono, ſaith Mr. Calvin, rixis & conten- 
tionibus,” This Peace is an inward Averſneſs from, and a diligent 
Care of giving juſt ground of Offence to one another, that we 
neirher provoke, nor be provoked. A Grace it is of large Extenr, 
and vaſt Concernment ; abſolutely neceſſary as we are Men, and 
as we are Chriſtians. Neither Civil, nor Eccleſiaſtical Societies 
can ſubſiſt without this Peaceablenefs. Men of unpeaceable and 
turbulent Spirits are the great Diſturbers, the great Undermi- 
ners both of Church and State; we ſhould not hear ſo much of 
Seditions and Factions in the one, of Schiſms and Diviſions in 
the other, did this ſanctifying Grace prevail amongſt us, did this 
Fruit of the Spirit take place in our Hearts. What! Pretend to be 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, to live according to 
the Goſpel, the Goſpel of Peace, to be led by the Divine Spi- 
rit, the Spirit of Love and Peace; and yet be Contentious, 
Quarrelſome, FaGious, Schiſmarical! Overturn all Govern-— 
ment, ſhake the Foundations of the State, break down the 
Walls of the Church, rather than not enjoy their own Opini- 
ons, not to have both Church and State modell'd according to 
their ſhallow Apprehenſions, not to ſay for the promoting of 
their Selfiſh, Carnal, Worldly Deſigns! If thoſe Men who are 
of rhis Temper muſt be lookt upon to be led by the Divine 
Spirit, St. Paul was miſtaken when he accounts Peace amongſt 
the Fruits of the Spirit. The Three next Graces the Apoſtle in- 
ſtanceth in, are Longſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs; and the Two 
laſt are Meetneſe, Temperance ; all which are eaſily granted to be 
ſeveral Branches of our Duty to one another, Concerning Faith, 
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which comes in between them, there may be ſome doubt what 
the proper Notion thereof is in this place; but it being in Con- 
junction with the reſt, there is all reaſon to conclude, that it 
here ſignifies, as it often doth, Fidelity, Faithfulneſs, honeſt 

ealing in our Bargaining and Contracts one with another; 
That Uprightneſs and Sincerity of Heart, whereby we do to 
others, as we would have them do to us. Calvin upon the 
Words is expreſs. Fidem bic accipio pro Veritate, ut opponetur Al- 
tutiis, Fraudibus & Mendacio. By Faith, ſays he, is to be under- 
ſtood Truth, in oppoſition to Craftineſs, to Fraud and Lying. 
Dr. Hammond thus Paraphraſes on the Word; Faith, ſaith he, 


That is Fidelity, iu oppoſition to betraying one another. We cannot 


but own this Notion of Faith, for in our common Language a 
Faithful and an Honeſt Man are ſynonimous Terms. The Laſt, 
Temperance, tho' it includes a care of our own Bodies, yet it re- 
lates to our Neighbours too. As it guards our own Chaſtity, ſo 
it preſerves us from aſſaulting or violating the Chaſtity of o- 
thers, and is by the Apoſtle here directly oppoſed to thoſe cor- 
rupt Fruits of the Fleſh, mention'd verſe 19. which I leave you 
to read. By this ſhort glance on the ſeveral Fruits here menti- 
on'd ef the Spirit; you ſee how the Doctrine of our Bleſſed 
Lord, and the Spirit whereby he rules in the Hearts of his Peo 
ple, both confirms and adds to all theſe Ties of Nature, whereby 
we ſtand obliged to Eſteem, Love, and do Good to one another 
and conſequently, that we cannot be good Chriſtians, unleſs we 
be good Men. Our Religion teaches us, not only to render unto 
God the things that are Gua, but allo to render unto Cæſar the things 
that are Ceſar's, yea to one another all the Offices of true Love 
and Friendſhip. Where this Spirit dwells in a Man, he that is 
led and guided by the Influences of this Holy Spirit, is deſirous 
to anſwer all Relations, to perform all Duties, that as a Crea- 
ture he ows either to God his Creator, or to Men his Fellow- 
creatures, His buſineſs is to keep a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
ward: God and towards Men. He knows he is related to both, and 
therefore he is concern'd to give both their due. He well con- 
fders that comprehenſive Charge which the Apoſtle St. Paul 
lays upon all Chriſtians, Fear God, honour the King, love the Bro- 
therhood; that is, Cetus Fidelium in quibus vivimus, the whole 
Society of Chriſtians amongſt whom we live. And therefore, as 
he is in all his ways duly obſervant of God, fo he is a good 
Subject in the State, a good Member in the Church, a good 
Husband, Father, and Maſter in his Family, a good Neighbour 
in the Pariſh and Place of his Abode. He underſtands that God 
hath made him a Sociable Creature, to live together and con- 
verfe with other Creatures of the fame Nature and Capacities 
with himſelf, that are equally related to God as he himſelf is; 
and that both he and they ſtand in need of one anothers help, 
and therefore he dares not upon any Pretence whatſoever, in- 
jure ſingle Perſons, or diſturb Societies. Government and Go- 


vernours he hath a Reverence for, as without whom it is Reer 
poſſible 
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poſſible for Societies to ſubſiſt. And he well knows how the 
Chriſtian Religion, the Doctrine of Chriſt, doth nor only allow 
of, but indiſpenſibly conimand Obedience to Magiftrates, to 
thoſe that are in Authority; That it — to a due Reve- 
rence of their Perſons, a quiet Submi to their Govem- 
ment, whether they be our Spiritual or our Civil Governours. 
No greater Reproach can be caſt upon the Goſpel, no greater 
Scandal or Hindrance can there be to its Progrets in the World, 
than that the Profeſſors thereof ſhould be Men diſhoneſt, nay 
Men of Turbulent Spirits ; Men that under a ſhew of Piety, 
under the colour of Religion, break the Laws ahd/Meaſures of 
Love, Juſtice, Honeſty, Good-Will and Kindneſs, in their pri- 
vate Converſe and Dealings; or are ſo daring as to raiſe Com- 
motions in Church or State, rather than their private In- 
tereſt be croſt, or their private Opinions and Perſwaſions not 
countenanced and approved of O what ſtrangers are ſuch Men 
to theſe Fruits of the Spirit which the Text lays before us! But T 
muſt draw to a Concluſion. May this Diſcourſe but tend to 
the convincing us of what great weight Chriſtianity lays 
upon a right diſcharge of our Duties towards one another, both 
in our private Converſe and Dealings, and as we are joynr 
Members of a Sacred and Civil Community, and I have what EF 
defign'd therein. For were we throughly convinced of this, as 
we thould be able to ty the Spirits whether they are of God, as St. 
John adviſcth us; ſo we ſhould ſee the Excellency of Chriſtian 
Religion, how it leads us into the right Path both of in- 
ward and outward Peace and Happineſs ; how it reftifies, qui- 
ets and compoſes all the ſecret Motions of our own Spirits, and 
thereby makes us Friends to God, and Friends to one another. 
Glory to God, and God-will amongſt Men, is the grand Deſign of our 
Saviour's coming into the World, as the Angels Song at his 
Birth doth intimate: And at his farewell, when he was taking 
leave of the World, how pathetically doth he pray, that his 
Diſciples may be One, as the Father and He are One! Neither did 
he leave them till he had Inſtituted, and did with them partake, 
of the Sacrament of his Body and Blood; which Holy Inſtitu- 
tion he appointed to remain in the Church till his coming again, 


for this very End, that it might be an Everlaſting Badge of our 
Love to Him, and our Love to one another. 


To Him, with the Father and the Holy Ghaſt, be ail Hencur and 
Glory for ever and ever. Amen. | 
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Luk E XI. 13. 


If ye then being edil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more ſh:ll your heavenly Father give 
the holy Spirit to them that ar bim? 


Ho Man be now in his Natural Condition 

0 9 eſtranged from GOD, and from that Eſtate 
of Holineſs and Happineſs which he was 
created in, and deſign'd to; yet herein is 
his Condition not altogether deplorable, 
herein doth the Love of GOD exceed to- 
wards him, that he is recoverable, that he 
is not left without Hopes and Means of be- 
ing reſtored both ro GOD's Favour and his 
own Original Perfe&ion in Holineſsand Righteouſneſs. To him 
GOD is pleas'd to offer terms of Reconciliation, to make him- 
ſelf known as a God merciful and gracious, willing to pardon up— 
on his Return, and his willing Submiſſion and Compliance with 
the Methods of GOD's Grace rowards him. Nothing will now 
hinder and obſtru& our Salvation, but our wilful negle& of 
GOD. If we die, our Deſtruction will be from ourſelves. Thou 
wilt be found inexcuſible, O Man, whoever thou art, that periſheſt ; 
for GOD hath not only ſent his Son for our Redemption, but 
in Him hath promis'd us his Spirit alſo. The Blood of CHRIST 


5 


was ſhed to take away the Guilt of Sin upon our Repentance, 


and the Spirit of CHRIST is able to conquer the Power of Sin 
in us, if we be not wanting to our ſelves. It is Mens reſiſting 
of GOD, and of his Spirit, that lays the Foundation of their 
Ruin. Oh! the many gracious Motions of G O D's Spirit that 


are neglected, not attended to by wilful Sinners! So far => 
they 
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they from waiting for the Spirit, and praying for the Spirit, 
that, in the Apoſtle's Language, they grieve the Spirit. They, as 
is ſaid of the Lawyers and Phariſees, Lyke vii. 35. reje# the Coun» 
ſel of God againſt themſelves. It's true, theſe bleſſed Motions of 
the Spirit in the Hearts of Men are hidden to us, they are on- 
ly known to him that hath them. We know this Divine Breath 
is inſpir'd into Mens Minds and Hearts, but when and where we 
know not. Your own Conſciences in this Cafe can and will only 
excuſe or condemn you. You know what awakenings you have 
had under ſome crots Providence, under the fears of Death, under 
ſome more than ordinary Caſualty, that makes ſuch impreſſions 
in you, that you begin to be ſerious, and to have thoughts of 
your future State. You are conſcious to yourſelves when and 
where, and upon what occaſion, God hath wrought Convicti- 
ons in you, let you ſee the Vileneſs of a courſe of Sin, the Dan- 
ger and Miſery that ſome cloſe and reigning Sin hath brought 
upon you. You know, I ſay, and you alone, fuch workings, 
ſuch ſtrivings of God within you: and your own Conſciences 
in theſe Caſes will bothjuſtifie God, and condemn you, if _ 
be not duly attend«:d to, and complied with. Indeed God har 
been various in the Communications of his Spirit, in the diffe- 
rent Ages of the World, before and under the Law, and in the 
times of the Goſpel; ſufficient Meaſures of the Spirit did God 
always diſpence to the Sons of Men in all theſe ſeveral Ages of 
the World ; but yet different Meaſures, according to his own 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and Mens improvement or not im— 
provement of theſe Meaſures. Sometimes the Gifts of his Spi- 
rit were poured out in a Miraculous and Extraordinary man— 
ner ; ſuch were thoſe that were communicated to Moſes and 
others, at the gathering and ſettling of the Jewiſh Church, 
thereby to convince that People, that their Law and Worſhip 
did proceed from God himſelf; and ſuch were thoſe communi. 
cated to the Apoſtles of Chriſt on the Day of Pentecoſt, as ſo 
many Teſtimonials of their Miſſion from God, and of the 
Truth of that DoQrine which they were to teach unto the 
World. Thus was not God wanting in extraordinary Mea- 
ſurs and Gifts of his Spirit, when there was need thereof, and 
when he ſaw it behoveful and necefiary for his Church. But the 
Truth of Chriſtianity being ſufficiently atreſted and proved by 
thoſe Miraculous Gifts granted to the firſt Preachers thereof, 
there is now no need of, or ground to expett, ſuch extraordinary 
Communications. The Enthuſiaſts pretences are altogether vain 
and groundleſs. We have no Promiſe, and conſequeatiy no 
Reaton to expect more extraordinary Inſpirations from the 
Divine Spirit; thoſe Influences of his that are now continued 
to his Church, are only to be had in the uſe of Means, the im- 
provement of our own Faculties, Labour, and Induftry, a dili- 
gent attendance upon Divine Ordinances and Inſtitutions, and 
fincere and humble Addreſſes to God by Prayer, as we ſhall 
ſhew anon: By ſuch means as theſe * we derive to ourſelves 
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ſuch meaſures of Divine Grace as will make us Holy here, and 
Happy hereafter. The Ordinary Gifts of the Spirit are proper 
to all times, all Perſons, and without them, Brethren, ſuch is 
the Impotency and Depravedneſs of our Natures in this Apo- 
ſtate State, ſuch is the Blindneſs and Deceivableneſs of our 
Minds, the Stubbornneſs of our Wills, ſo ſtrong and prevalent 
with us are our Paſſions, ſo great is the influence that Carnal 
Intereſts have on us, and ſuch Baits are Worldly Pleaſures to 
us, that we have reaſon to deſpair of our own ſtrength, and 
look out for ſupplies from the Divine Spirit who ſan#ifieth us, 
and all the elect People of God, as our Catechiſm well teacheth us. 
I know ſuch have been the Pretences, the falſe and weak Pre- 
tences of ſome amongſt us to the Spirit, that Diſcourſes there- 
of are almoſt nauſeous and unpleaſing to Men otherwiſe ſober ; 
and that the prophane ones have hereby been harden'd in their 
contempt of God and his Spirir, when they find Men lay claim 
to this Spirit, whoſe Lives and Actings do manifeſt that the 
are Strangers to it. And indeed Men have been very bold wit 
this Spirit of God, imputing the extravagancies of their own 
imaginations to his Bleſſed Inſpiration, and charging their un- 
juſtifiable attempts and undertakings upon impulſes derived to 
them from this Holy and Unerring Spirit. 

But, Brethren, this ought to be no ground of wonder or of 
offence to us; for we are taught that Satan endeavours to ſeem, 
to transform himſelf into an Angel of Light ; and alſo that God in 


Judgment to thoſe that do not entertain the light of the Truth, 


leaves them to a Spirit of Deluſion, to believe Lies. Our con- 
cernment is, That we may have the reality of what they only 
pretend to; that we may find the Fruits of this Spirit in our 
Hearts, and expreſs them in our Lives ; whilſt they through 
Hypocriſy or Deluſion deceive both themſelves and others, and 
at laſt are left to the power of a contrary Spirit, a Spirit of Er- 
ror, a Spirit of Wickedneſs. For this Spirit I am now to ſpeak 
of, loves not to be impos'd upon, loves not the bold Pretum- 
ptions of Men ; but he dwells with the humble and contrite 
Ones; He is ready to them that wait for him. The reaſon why 
Men are deſtitute of the Spirit, are over- powerd by Sin, by 
the corrupt Inclinations and Motions of their own Hearts, are 
hurry'd away and violently carry d on in finful Courſes, under 
the Dominion of reigning Sins, is not becauſe the Spirit is not 
at hand to help them, not becauſe the Spirit withdraws itſelf 
(unleſs upon great provocations) from them; but becauſe they 
withdraw themſelves from it: They will not come under the 
Government, and ſubmit to the Guidance of this Divine Spirit. 
No, it will be found that God is not wanting to us, but we to 


- ourſelves. Our Savicur in the Words of the Text, doth aſ- 


ſure us, that no earthly Parent is more deſirous of his Childrens 
ood, then God is of the good of us all: They not more will- 


ing to provide all things neceſſary for them, than he to ſupply 


us With all things neceſſary both for Body and Soul (for = 
wor 
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word Spirit here may imply both) 1f ye then being evil, ſaith he, 
know how to give good gifts to your Children, how much more ſhall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ak him? In 
which words are obſervable theſe Three Particulars. 

(I.) A Suppoſition of 4 natural Inclination in Men ta do good to 
their Children. 

(2.) A Suppoſition that there are, or ſhould be thoſe that ask of God 
the Holy Spirit. 

(3.) An expreſs Promiſe and Declaration of our Saviour, that God 
fs as ready and willing upon our Prayers to give the Spirit to us, as 
we to give eur Children any good thing they ack of us. 

(.) 4 Suppoſition of a Natural Inclination in Men to do good to 
their Children. Tho' Man's Nature be much degenerated, tho" 
Men, all Men are evil, that is, ſinful, and conſequently have 
not the true Spirit of Love: Or evil, that is churliſh, ſelfiſh, 
apt to mind only themſelves, niggardly, envious, as fome ex- 
preſs it; yet ſo much of Natural Affection remains in them, 
that their Children do partake of their Care and Kindneſs, they 
are ready to preſerve them from what may hurt them, and ſup- 
ply them, fo far as they can, with all things that have a ten- 
dency to their Good. This our Saviour ſuppoſes, and this He 
approves of in Men, He ſpeaks of it as a commendable Qualifi- 
cation in Human Nature, as that which is agreeable to Natu- 
ral Principles, and to the Light of Reaſon, that Men ſhould 
have a due regard to the Welfare of their Poſterity, a fatherly 
Care and Affection to the Fruit of their Body, their Children, 
In that Catalogue of debauch'd Wretches, ſuch as liv'd in Sins 
alrogether contrary to the Light of Nature, to the Direction 
and Convictions of Natural Conſcience, Rom. i. and the latter 
end, we find amongſt the reſt 28, ſuch as were without 
Natural Affection; and that Apoſtle tells us elſewhere, that 
Men of that Temper were worſe than Infidcls. Sweetnefs and 
Tenderneſs, an affectionate Regard and Love to our Chil- 
dren, ſo it be regulated with Diſcretion and Prudence, is com- 
mendable in the Eyes and Judgment of all Wiſe Men, and ac- 
ceptable to God Himſelf. God, who is Love, cannot approve 
that Men ſhould be ſuch, of ſuch a Diſpoſition as Fob de- 
ſcribes the Oſtrich to be of, Job xxxix. 13. and ſo on, She leave 
eth her Fegs in the Earth, and forgetteth that the Foot may cruſh 
them, or that the wild Beaſt may break them, ſhe is harden'd againſt 
her young Ones, as tho they were not hers; and he adds a Reaſon of 
this, that God had depriv'd her of Wiſdom, neither hath He imparted 
to her Underſtanding; intimating this to be a Diſpoſition not agree- 
able to Rational Creatures, Creatures of Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding. No, notwithſtanding the degeneracy of Human Na- 
rure, this regard to our Children we have, our Saviour both 
ſuppoſes it, and approves it. That's the firſt Particular. | 

(2) A ſuppoſition that there are or ſhould be thoſe that ask of God 
tbe Holy Spirit. How much more ſball your Heavenly Father gi ve he 
Holy Spirit to them that atk him? * ſee our Saviour * 

2 | or 


(20) 
for granted that we do, and ought, ſo to do, ask the Holy Spirit 
of our Heavenly Father; and we are all of us taught ſo to do 
by our Church at our daily Prayers; Let us beſeech him to grant 
us true Repentance, and his Holy Spirit. So we are to excite you in 
the 4//o/ztion. A Truth then it is, that we may and ought to 
pray for the Spirit; but a Truth not well underſtood by fome, 
and apt to be miſtaken ; and from the miſtake hereof ariſe the 
Deluſions of ſuch as pretend to new Light, new Diſcoveries 
from God of his Will ro them, by Communications of his Spi- 
rit, and extraordinary Illuminations therefrom. Such Pretenders 
as theſe there have been always in the Church, from whence 
the Apoſtle thought fit to leave that Admonition or Command 

upon Record, which we meet with, r John iv. 1. Believe net 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they be of God, becauſe many 
falſe Prophets are gonc out into the World.” Some there are, no doubt, 
that pretend Divine Inſpiration, only out of deſign to deceive 
others, to work their ends upon others, whereas they them- 
felves know in the mean time thar they are Impoſtors. T hoſe 
are the Wolves in ſheep: cloathing, of whom our Saviour bids us 
beware, Matth Vii. g. theſe are they that by flight and cunning 
craftineſs lie in wait to deceive, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Eph. iv. 
14. that pa lier in Hypocriſſe, . Tim. iv. 2. And as little doubt 
there is, I rhink, that ſome of theſe Pretenders are themſelves 
deceived, deluded by their own Imaginations, and the work- 
ings of Satan; fo that they believe themſelves to be what they 
pretend to be, acted by a Divine Spirit, when as they are un- 
der the power either of a ſtrong Imagination, or a Satanical 
Deluſion, or rather under both: Thoſe are they whom God, 
for reaſons, which we cannot always apprehend, leaves us to 
ſtrong deluſions, that- they ſhould believe a Lie, according to what 
we read, 2 The 11.11. To theſe we may apply what St. John 
in his Revelations, ſaith of the Laodiceans, Thou ſayeſt I am rich, 
and increaſed with Goods, and have need of nothing; and knoweſt not 
that thou art wretched and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and na- 
ted, Rev. 11. 17. Such fad and dangerous miſtakes as theſe ariſe 
from wrong Notions and Miſapprehenſions of the Holy Spirit, 
and his Workings in the Hearts of Men ; and therefore when 
we ſpeak, and yon hear, or read of the Holy Spirit, both we and 
you are concern'd ſo to do with all Caution and Tenderneſs, 
Cate and Reverence. My preſent Buſineſs is to lead you tos 
right Underſtanding of what you pray for, when you pray for 
the Holy Spirit; which you ſee you may, and ought to do. 
And in order hereunto I shall uſe this Method. 

(:.) I fhall ſhew that as the Spirit, fo alſo the Holy Spirit 
in Scripture includes various Notions and Significations, is not 
always taken in the ſame ſenſe, 

(2) I ſhall ſhew what we are in general to apprehend by the 
Holy Spirit, when we pray for it. 

(3.) I ſhall inſtance in particular, What are thoſe Fruits of 
che Spirit, that we are chiefly to pray for. 01 
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64.) I ſhall let you know, that theſe Fruits and Graces of 
the Holy Spirit, which we are to pray for, are no otherwiſe 
promiſed to us, than in the uſe of Means; and conſequently 
that we are not to expect them, but by a Cenſcientious a 
plying of ourſelves ro the ufe of thoſe Means. God deals wick 
us as Rational Creatures, and therefore expects we ſhould make 
a due uſe of our Natural Faculties, of all Providential Occur. 
rances, and of Divine Inftirutions for the acquiring both of 
Temporal and Spiritual Bleffings. | 

I begin with the Fir, The various Senſes the word Spirit, 
and Holy Spirit, is uſed in, in the writings both of the Old 
and New Teſtament : And as to Spirit without the addition of 


| Holy, I ſhall only acquaint you that there are many ſigniſicati- 
ons thereof in the Sacred Writers, and therefore it concerns 


you, as you would have a right underſtanding of the Scripture 
to look well into the Context when it occurs, before you paſs 
judgment of the Senſe thereof. Nothing doth give greater oc- 
caſion of Error and Miſtake, not only in this Word, but many 
others, than the different ſignification of Words and Phraſes. 
Inconſiderate Perſons are apt to put Notions upon Scri- 
pture Expreſſions, without attending to what either goes be- 
fore or follows after, and thereby err in the Interpretation of 
Scripture ; and as to this word Spirit, it is impoſible rights 
ly to underſtand Sr. Paul's Writings, if we have not more than 
ordinary care to obſerve how variwuſly,and in what diverſe ſen- 
ſes it is there uſed: And as to the Holy Spirit, the word 
Spirit with the addition of Holy, that alſo admits of diftin& 
Notions, tho' not ſo many, and they too more cognate to each 
other, eſpecially two, (for I will be very ſhorr here.) You all, 
I doubt not, underſtand that by the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit 
of God, or the Spirir of Chriſt, is ſignified in the firſt place 
the Eternal Spirit of God, the Holy Ghoſt, the Third Perſon 
in the Sacred Trinity : in this ſenſe it is undeniably taken in 
the Form of Baptiſm preſcribed by our Lord, Baptize them, 
ſaith he ro his Diſciples, Matth. xxviii. 19. in the Name of the 
Fat her, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; and fo it may be 
taken in thoſe forementioned Phraſes of reſting the Spirit, and 
grieving the Spirit; for as we argue againſt Socinus and his Fol- 
lowers, that the Spirit in ſuch Modes of Speech cannot porper- 
ly denote any Power or Attribute of God, ſo neither can it ſigni- 
fie any Mork or Habit of Grace in us, but rather the Author of 
thoſe Graces and Work, the Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, For it 
8 only a Perſon that can be ſaid to be reſiſted and grieved. But 
chen. | 
Secondly, The Holy Spirit ſignifies not only the Third Perſon 
in the Bleſſed Trinity; but the Fruits, the Gifts and Graces 
communicated from this Spirit into the Hearts of Men, whi- 
ther Extraordinary or Ordinary, whether without means, as ſome- 
times he hath done, or in the uſe of them as now he dorh. 
Theſe are called the Holy Spirit, becauſe they are from * - 
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from him, yet net ſo but that the Father and the Son have their 

art in them too.: All our Gifts and Graces we owe to Father, 

on, and Holy Ghoſt, that ove God who worketh all and in all. 
But to help our underſtanding rightly to conceive the T rinity 
of Perſons in the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, it pleaſes God 
in the Scripture to attribute ſome Operations common to them 
all, to one Perſon in an eſpecial manner: So the Father is ſaid 
to Create, the Son to Redeem, and the Holy Ghoſt ro Santtie 
fie us, though we owe all theſe joyntly to the Three Perſons ; 
and they to whom theſe, or any of theſe are communicated, 
are ſaid to have the Spirit, as I might ſhew ar large from Scri- 
pture, but that I muſt now but touch on theſe things. We all 

artake in ſome kind and ſome meaſure of theſe ſpiritual 
Gifts, and therefore may in ſome ſenſe be ſaid to have the Spi- 


rit. And from what I have ſaid of the various acceptation of 


the Holy Spirit in the Scripture, we may learn what we pray 
for, when we pray for the Holy Spirit ; which is the Second 
Particular I am to ſpeak to. When we pray that God would 
give unto us the Holy Spirit, we pray that God would bleſs us 
with ſuch Aſſiſtances and Gifts as may enable us both to work 
out our own Salvation, to perform the Condition on which 
our Eternal State depends preparing us for Heaven, and 
alſo to do our Duties in our particular Callings; that we 
may be Serviceable in the World, be Uſeful and inſtru. 
mental in our Station, to the good both of ourſelves and o- 
thers. In both theſe Caſes our ſufficiency is from God, and 
therefore in both we muſt own him, and look up to him. In ge- 
neral then, they are the Gifts and Graces of God's Spirit that we 
muſt pray for, which are various and diſpenſed for various ends. 
The Extraordinary ones, ſuch as were given to the Prophets 
and Apoſtles of Old, thoſe of foretelling things to come, of 
working Miracles, healing Diſeaſes, of ſpeaking divers Lan- 
guages, we have now no promiſe of, and conſequently no 
ground to pray for them : but for all Ordinary Gifts diſpenſed 
in all Ages and Places of the World, eſpecially the Church, 
we may and ought to pray for. And to clear this a little further, 
you are to know that theſe ordinary Communications of 'the 


Spirit may be reduced to Two Heads, as I have intimated juſt 


now; ſome are common to all Men, ſuch as all Men in their ſe- 
veral Conditions partake of, wherher they be good or bad Men. 


As God maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſend- 


eth rain on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt, as we read, Matth. v. 45. fo 
there are ſeveral communications of the Holy Spirit, which 
both good and bad partake of. We depend more on, and are 
more beholden to the Spirit of God, than we generally 
think of. He is not far from any of us, as the Heathen Post quo- 
ted by St. Paul, could, and did, fay of God. That our Minds 
and Natural Parts are ſuch, that we can attain to Arts and 


Sciences, to Skill and Knowledge, whereby to become Uſeful 


in the World, to be Serviceable in Church and State, that we 
| are 
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are able with Prudence and Diſcretion to manage our particu. 
lar Callings; Theſe are the Fruits and Gifts of the Divine Spi- 
rit, communicated to Men for the Good of Societies and the Be- 
fit of the World. The more Ingenious and Uſeful any Man is 
in any Lawfol Calling or Trade whatſoever, the more of the 
Spirit doth he partake of. Theſe are Accompliſhments that 
owe their Original to the Spirit; and if we did duly conſider 
this, we ſhould live more both in a Dependance on God for 
theſe Abilities in our Places, and an Acknowledgment of his 
Guodne\s that hath given ſuch Gifts unto Men. I might from 
Scripture ſhew you at large, how theſe Common Gifts are attri- 
buted to the Holy Spirit in many Inſtances : I will make uſe of 
but one, kaown I doubt not to you all, that of Bezaleel and 
Aboliab, who were imploy'd as excellent Artiſts in making the 
Tabernacle and all the Furniture thereof, concerning whom, £xod. 
xxxi. 2, and fo on, God thus ſpeaks, See I have cad by Name 
Bezalcel the Son of Uri, &c. and I have fil d him with the Spirie 
of God in Wiſdom, and in Underſtanding, and in Knowledge, and in 
all manner of Workmanſhip, &c. The Spirit of God you ſee by 
God Himſelf is declar'd to be the Author of theſe Gifts in Men 
Tho' alas! how little do we take notice thereof, or own God 
in them? Ir's true indeed, Gifts of this Nature do not render 
us acceptable to God, do not enſtate us to an Intereſt in his 
eſpecial Love : Make us Uſeful they do in this World, but do 
not give us a Title to an Inheritance in the other World ; and 
therefore they are call'd by the Schoolmen Gratiæ gratis date, 
but not gratum facientes, Graces that God freely gives to Men, 
but not ſuch as make them Gracious in whom they are: No, 
they are common, as I faid, both to good and bad. But then 
there are in the 2d place, ſuch Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, 
that only good and holy Men partake of, becauſe they only at- 
tend to, and cloſe with, and give up themſelves to the Obedi- 
ence and Government of that Spirit, who works them in them. 
Theſe indeed, are offer'd to all, wc are all invited to drink of 
thoſe Waters of Life freely. The Tenders of Grace in the Go- 
ſpel exclude none, but ſuch as exclude themſelves, But alas! 
Men have other Delights and Satisfactions which they prefer 
before the Graces of God's Spirit; they ſhut their Eyes, and 
ſtop their Ears, and harden their Hearts againſt the gracious 
Motions cf this Holy Spirtt. They are in love with ſome dar- 
ling Sin, with worldly and carnal Pleaſures, and therefore theſe 
Sanctifying Graces of the Spirit they mind not, defire not; 
they lobe, they reject them Faith and Hope, and Charity 
and Repentance, Patience and Humility, a conſtant Fear and 
Reverence of God, and a deſire of pleaſing Him, and to be made 
like Him, a denying of ourſelves, and an humble Dependence 
upon God, and Submiſſion ro his Will; theſe they are ſtran- 
gers to. And tho' God by his Spirit draws near to them, de- 


clares his willingneſs that they ſhould not periſh ; yet alaſs! 


they turn their Backs on Him, ſtifle all holy Operations in their 
very 


(24) 
1 very beginning, that lead to their Sanctification. Theſe great 
Things upon which their Salvation depends, are not regarded 
by them. They are, and they will be, ſtrangers to thoſe Fruits 
of the Spirit I now ſpeak of, thoſe that accompany Salvation, 
thoſe that the Holy Spirit of God by a bleſſed and powerful 
Operation doth work in the Hearts of holy and good Men, who 
open their Souls to this Heavenly Gueſt, enrertain with glad- 
neſs theſe Divine Motions, whereby they are regenerated to a 

articipation of the Divine Nature, renew'd and ſanctify'd, pre- 
Fed in Holineſs here, and prepar'd and relerv'd for Glory 
hereafter. Theſe Sanctifying Graces of the Spirit, I ſay, are 
generally negle&ed and diſregarded by Men, tho' they be chief- 
ly to be ſought after, They are ckiefly the Holy Spirit we are 
to pray for. And ſo I am come to the Third Thing to be ſpoken + 
to in this Particular, thoſe eſpecial Fruits and Graces of the 
Holy Spirit, which we are to ask of our Heavenly Father ; 
And they are thoſe laſt mention'd, thoſe that lead to our own 
Salvation, to the ſanctify ing of our Natures, to the renewing of 
the Image of God in us, and making us holy as He # holy, to 
the killing and mortifying the Power of Sin, and all carnal and 
worldly Aﬀe&ions : Theſe are the bleſſed and glorious Fruits 
which this Holy Spirit works in the Hearts of good Men, and 
which we all are concern'd, as we expect Heaven and Happi- 
neſs, mainly and in the firſt place to mind and ſeek after, and 
unfeiznedlyfand continually to beg at the Hands of our Hea- 
venly Father. It's true, we may, and ought to pray for thoſe 
other common Fruits of the Spirit, whereby we may be 
fitted for that particular Calling in which Providence hath fer 
us, whereby we may be Uſeful in the World either in a Pri- 
vate or Publick Capacity. Proper Gifts there are of the Spirit, 
that qualify Men for publick Service in the Church and in the 
State, for the Magiſtrates and for the Miniſters, for thoſe that 
are intruſted with Sacred or Civil Employments; and thoſe they 
muſt and ought to pray for, who are by God or Men, or ra- 
ther both, call'd to fach Employments; for it is this Spirit that 
enables them for the diſcharge of ſuch beneficial Services. God 
who is the great Founder both of Religious and Civil Societies, 
who hath made Men to be mutual Helps to one another, both 
in things of Spiritual and Temporal Concernment, who expects 
from them a joynt concurrence, and mutual aſſiſtance in all 
things relating either to the Good of thoſe ſeveral Communities 
Hl whereof they are Members, or of that publick Worſhip and 
i; Service we all owe to Himſelf; He, I fay, doth furniſh Men 
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with thoſe Communications of his Spirit, which render them 
able for the Management of ſuch weighty Affairs. God's Glo- 
ry is concern'd much in the well-ordering and governing of 


bt Publick Socicties; and therefore his Providence takes Care 
4 that there be Perſons qualify d for the Support and Preſervati- 
* on of them. Magiſtrates and Miniſters are his ſpecial Inſtru- 
70 ments in the Government of Mankind; by theſe He carries 
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on the great Ends of communicating his Goodneſs to us both 
here and hereafter; and therefore hath He a ſpecial Regard to 
them, and by more than ordinary Diſpenſations of his Spirit, 
doth He ſtand by them and aſſiſt them; which Diſpenſations 
of the Spirit fitting them for the diſcharge of their Duties, 
both they themſelves, and all others of the ſame Community 
with them, are concern'd to beg at the Hands of God for them. 
It is excellent to obſerve, how both inthe Old and New Teſta- 


ment the Abilities which qualify'd Men for Sacred or Civil 


Offices, are in an eſpecial manner attributed to the Spirit of 
GOD. When there were Seventy Perſons to be choſen to aſſiſt 
Moſes:in the Government of the Tribes of Iſrael, fee how GOD 
ſpeaks to Moſes concerning them, Numb. xi. 17. I will come down 
and talk with thee there, and I will take of the Spirit which i upon 
thee, and will put it upon them, &c. G O D himſelf, you fee, 
both owns that Spirit, a Spirit of Government which was in 
Moſes, to be from himſelf, and alſo promiſes now to communi- 
care it to the Seventy Elders. And how well G OD took it at 
the hands of Solomon, when he ask'd above all things Wiſdom 
for the Management of the Kingly Office, you all know. The 
whole Story is very well worth your reading ; you have it 
1 Kings iii. 5, and ſo on. Should I now proceed to the Sacred 
Offices of the Prophets in the Jewiſb Church, and the Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors in the Chriſtian, and ſhew how the Spirit 
of GOD was given, and is promis'd in an eſpecial manner to 
them for the Uſe and Good of the Church, I ſhould, I fear, 
revent myſelf, and therefore ſhall omir that. I only add here, 
hat as there are proper Gifts to Men of pablick Places, which 
they may and ought to beg from GOD, when they are em- 
ploy'd in ſuch Places; fo there are alio Gifts proper to Men of 
more private Condition, which in their ſeveral Stations they 
may and are concern'd to look up unto GOD for, that the 
may, be ſerviceable and diſcharge their Duties, in that Rank 
GOD hath ſet them, with Prudence and with a good Conſci- 
ence. But notwithſtanding thoſe common Gifts, whether of 
publick or private Perſons, in their Places to be delir'd, there 
are other Gifrs and Graces of rhe Spirit, which both publick 
and private Men are principally to make the Matter of their 
Requeſts to GOD, the Sanctifying Graces of his Spirit. The 
other we may have, and yet want theſe, We may be ſervice- 
able to the World, and ro the Church too, and yet periſh at 
laſt ourſelves. That wiſe Prince, Solomon, who had ſuch large 
meaſures of other ſorts of Gifts, as never any One had (as you 
have read) yet how ſadly he did degenerate, we may with 
Aſtoniſhment read in the ſequel of his Story.  Divines do 
queſtion, and they may well do it, what to ſay as to his Eter- 


nal Condition: Some Hopes and Gueſſes we may have of hi 


Recovery and Repentance, becauſe that Book of the N 
was wrote by him in his Old- age, wherein ſomething may be 
Brod 4 gather d 
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gither'd, to give us by for ſuch Hopes: But ſuch, were 
his Sins, and of that high Nature and Meaſure, that I ſhould 
not more admire his Wiſdom, than his Repentance, if I were 
affar'd of it. Without a ſanctify'd Heart, alaſs! all other 
Gifts and Accompliſhments will be ſo far from rendering us 
acceptable to GOD, that they will but aggravate our Sins, and 
further our Condemnation. Talents not improv'd will de- 
monſtrate us but idle and flothful Servants, and juſtly provoke 
to diſpleaſure our Maſter that entruſted us with them. It was 
{ad News to the Rich Man in the Goſpel, who had been getting 
and hoarding up a great Eſtate for many Years, and for any 
thing we read, by his own Care, and Induſtry, and Prudence, 
and well Management of his Affairs, without any baſe ways 
of Gain, any Fraud or Cheats, any Over-reaching or Oppreſſion 
of any (his Fault ſeems to have been not ſo much in a wron 

etting, as a wrong employing, or not employing his Eſtate) | 
fd News, I ſay, it was to him to hear, that rhis Night thy Soul 
ſhall be taken from thee. And why fo? Why alas! he had Parts 
and Wir, and Skill enough for his outward Concernments. 
He could manage his Lands well; for its ſaid, hr Ground brought 
forth N N So that no doubt he had good Skill in Huſ- 
bandry in his private Calling; He wanted not thoſe common Gifts 
of the Spirit; but yet for all this he had no ſenſe of GOD, or 
of the Concernments of his Soul; and therefore the Tydings 


of Death muſt needs wound him, kill him before he dy'd. 


What little ſenſe he had of GOD, or of his Eternal State, we 
may apprehend from thoſe ſottiſh Words of his, Soul, thou haft 
much Goods laid up for many Years, take thine eaſe, eat, drink and 
be merry. This Story I inſiſt on the rather, becauſe of that uſe. 
ful Inference, and full ro my Purpoſe, which the Evangeliſt 
St. Luke, who relates the Story, makes in the 21ſt werſe of his 
12th Chapter, So, ſaith he, i he that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, 
and is not rich towards GOD. Oh, thoſe Gifts that will make 
us rich towards GO D, are they we are chiefly to prize and va- 
lue, to ſeek and pray for! It is a broken and a contrite Heart, in 
the Prophet's phraſe, a Heart tender of Sin, it is a hungring and 
t hirſting after Righteouſneſs, in our Lord's Expreſſion. It is ac- 
cording to St. Paul, Eph. iv. 22, and ſo on, to put off, concerning 
z he former Converſation, the Old Man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful Luft, and to be renew'd in the Spirit of your Mind: and that 
ye put on the New Man, which after GOD is created in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs. And this ſame 2 $946 gives you another 
large Catalogue of theſe Graces, which you are chiefly to pray 
for and endeavour after, in that known place, Gal. v. 22, 23. 
We Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 
neſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. How far, Brethren, 
theſe Bleſſed Fruits are the Matter of your Requeſts unto GOD, 
I muſt leave to your own Conſciences. With what Sincerity, 
Conſtancy and Fervency, you ſeek to GOD for __ 
pirit, 
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Spirit, You and GOD only know. He that ſearcheth the 

eart, knows your Prayers too, He knows and ſees all your 
_———_ Addreſſes in private and in publick : He knows what 
the Inclinations of your Spirits, and the Endeavours of your 
Lives cheifly tend to. 

It remains that in the Fourth Place, I let you know that 
theſe Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit are no otherwiſe 
18 to us, or to be expected by us, than in the uſe of 

eans; tho' GO D worketh them in us, yet He expects that 
we ſhould exert our own Faculties, make uſe of all Means 
that He hath appointed for us. GOD in all his Commu- 
nications both of Common and Special Graces, requires our Con- 
currence and Compliance with Him. Notwithſtanding it is 
G OD that worketh in us, yet are we to work out our oV Salvation. 
And it is a good Argument to us to ſet upon this Work, in 
that we have aſſurance both of his Preventing and Aſſiſting 
Grace. He puts good Reſolutions into our Minds, and He 
will enable us to bring them to perfection, if we be not our- 
felves flothful and negligent. Wiſe and Prudent Men are very 


Vigilant and ready to take all Occaſions to better their Condi- 


tion in the World, to effect their worldly Deſigns, to accom- 

liſh their Undergakings in the purchaſe of Honour and Pre- 
N of Riches and Eſtates, of Pleaſures and other outward 
Enjoyments. In theſe Things Men have that Prudence, as 
puts them to uſe all their utmoſt Endeavours for the procure- 


ment. of them. They both awaken and ſer on work their own 


Abilities, and they call in the Help and Aſſiſtance of ſuch as may 


be in a Capacity to promote their defird Ends. And are we 
ſo ambitious ro be look d upon as Wiſe in theſe Temporal Af. 
fairs; and are we willing to be eſteem'd Fools in the manage- 
ment of our Spiritual State? If you have ſuch commendable 


Parts as make you Uſeful in this World, and render you able 


to manage worldly. Buſineſs to your Credit and Advantage, doth 
not G © D expect that you ſhould uſe the ſame Parts in order 
to your Fpiritwal Good ? I do not intend here to launch into Con- 


troverſy: No, we need not. Would we but look into our 


own Conſciences, we might ſoon be ſatisfy'd that we have had 


more Opportunities and Means of Grace, than we have had 


- 


Hearts to make uſe of. We might ſoon be ſatisfy'd that we 
are wiſe to do evil, but to do good we have no knowledge ; that is, 
lay out our Parts and Strength either in Things plainly wicked, 
or at leaſt leſs advantageous to us, when in the mean while, 
Things of Eternal Concernment we never mind, never im- 
ploy our Parts, or Thoughts, or Time about them: As tho“ 
Men were reſolvd, GOD ſhould Save them whether they 
will or no, or elſe they will be content to periſh, To ffrive to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate, they love not; ſuch Doctrines are 
unpleaſing to them. If GON will do to them, as our Lord did 
to the impotent Man that lay at the Pool of Bet heſda, heal them, 


convert them in a Moment, they are content; but to wait = 
D 2 $ 
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the Deſcent of an Angel to trouble the Waters, this they like not of. 
Whereas the Soul truly ſenſible of its Miſery by Sin, and of the 
abſolute Neceſſity of the Influences of this Holy Spirit to ſub- 
due the Prevalency thereof, is willing to go GO D's Way, to 
exert its utmoſt Strength, and uſe all Means and Opportunities 
whereby it may be made partaker of theſe Divine Aſſiſtances. 
Which Aſſiſtances are gradually diſpens'd to the humble Soul, 
and in that Method, that the Soul itſelf cannot diſcern 
theſe Operations of the Spirit, but the Effects of them. No, 
how and when, and in what manner the Spirit works in the 
Hearts of Men, we know not ; but the Effects thereof will be 
diſcernable. Where we ſee Heavenly Diſpoſitions wrought in 
the Hearts of Men; when we ſee them walk not after the Fleſh, 
fulfilling the Luſts thereof, but after the Spirit: When we ſee theſe 
Sanctity ing Graces of the Spirit, I mention'd, appear in Mens 
Lives, then we know they have this Holy Spirit; tho' neither 
we, nor perhaps they themſelves, know the time when theſe 
were wrought in them; neither need they be ſolicitous about 
it. Look thou beeſt renew'd and. ſanCtify'd, and let it not 
trouble thee tho' thou cant not tell when this Holy Spirit firſt 
took poſſeſſion of thy Soul. This Heavenly Dew falls in the 
D 4. and is not diſcernable in its illapſes; but yet it ſo re- 
freſhes and revives the Soul, that it makes it fruitful in all 
Good Works, and we know it by the Effects of it upon the 
Heart. Be thou conſtant therefore in waiting upon G 6 D in 
his own Way: Uſe the Means, Seck and thou ſbalt find, atk and 
it ſball be given thee, knock and the Gate ſhall be open d. And fo I 
ſhould proceed to the 3d and laſt Obſervable in the Text, The 
expreſs Promiſe and Declaration of our Saviour, that GOD is 
as ready and willing upon our Prayers to give the Spirit to 
us, as we to give our Children any good Thing they ask of us. 
Brethren, we have no reaſon to have hard Thoughts of GOD ; 

et there is never a wicked Man but eſteems Him his Enemy. 

hough the whole Goſpel be a D-monſtration of GO D's Love 
to Mankind, yet who believes that GOD hath that Love tous, 
that Parents have to their Children? In the Proſecution of this 
Truth, I ſhould have occaſion to inſtance, in the particular 
Means whereby, and wherein, we are to expect this Holy Spirit; 
for you ſce Prayer is expreſs'd in the Text, as being one ſpecial 


Means. But this Laſt Particular I muſt wholly omit the Time 
being ſpear. . 


What remains therefore, but that we beg of GOD, To grant 
wa true Repentance and hu Holy Spirit, that the reſt of our Life here- 
after may be pure and holy ; ſo that at the laſt, we may come to his 
Eternal Joy, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, To whom with the Father, 


- 


and the Holy Ghoſt, be Glory for ever. : 


SERMON 


SER MON III. 


Luxe XI. 13. 


If ye then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more ſhall your heavenly Father give 
the holy Spirit to them that ask him? 


HAVE for my preſent Labour reſumed a 
Portion of Scripture, which you may re- 
member I made uſe of not long ſince in 
this Place. The Words of my Text, are the 
Words of our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, part 

>» of His Excellent Sermon upon the Mount, 
as more plainly appears by the parallel 
place in St. Marthew, by whom we have 
the whole Sermon recorded together, in 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th. Chapters of his Goſpel ; whereas St. 
Luke gives us an account thereof by ſeveral Parcels, and upon 
ſeveral Occaſions. Our Lord's deſign is to aſſure us of GOD's 
Fatherly Care over us, of His readineſs to ſupply us with all 
Good things, all things neceſſary both to Life and Godlineſs, 
as the — 2 expreſſions are, both for our Souls and our 
Bodies, our preſent and our Future State. Did we but live un- 
der a due Senſe of GOD, we ſhould have no one for Com- 
r for Murmurings. We do not ſerve ſo hard a Maſter, 
ut that we may reſt aſſured, that He will provide for us ſuffici- 
ently, ſufficiently reward us. It is Ignorance of GO D, and 
Diſtruſt of His Providence and Care over us, that lays the Foun- 
dation of all diſcontented, all diſquieting and repining Thoughts. 
Whatever may be pretended to be the reaſon of inward Diſcon- 
tent, of hard Thoughts of GOD, and His Providential Diſpenfa- 
tions, it would all vaniſh, appear to be groundleſs and unrea- 
: ſonable, 


— 
— 1 


* => 
— 


— 


4 


— 


2 == 


| iS WEE m — 5 Saas” a. a. 5 og 
0 : : ro : = - - 
———S=- — 4. ES. b - #* as 2 
—— = > — :— ww -: - 2 „ WE 91 
- , — — — 


: D—— 


—— SES — * 
_ * 
rr — 


— ARA oo — 
——— 


> ITT 
— 
8 
hn 


% 
* — * < — 7 — — — - q —_ = 
S -4 - 77 n " a = —_ ” ” * 
— — - «4: > *. A why 3 0 I — <> as > 
— — „ . 7 © IM * = — — — — 2 - © _ 


_< 


(39) 


ſonable, did we but heartily and ſincerely believe what our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour aſſerts, that GOD Almighty hath the ſame Care for 
our Good, that Earthly Parents have for the Good of their Chil- 
dren ; yea, far more, as He here intimates, and as GOD himſelf 
by his Prophet deelareth, I/. xlix. 15. Can s Woman forget her 
ſucking chold, that ſhe ſboula not have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? 
Na, they may forget, yet will not I forget you. This is a plain and 
clear Declaration of Almighty GOD ; and yet, Brethren, who is 
there amongſt us that beheveth it ? We are ſuſpicious of GOD, 
tho' every moment we experience his Goodnefs ; or if not ſu- 
ſpicious, yer are we regardlefs of Him, tho' we live wholly up- 
on him, tho He alone be the Author of all our Enjoyments, both 
our Creator and our Preſerver, who gave us our Beings, and pre- 
ſerves us in them; for we are bath the Work of his hands, and the 


ſheep of his paſture. So near is Almighty GOD to us, ſo mindful 


of. us, and yet, alas! how far do we ſet Him from us, how little 
do we take notice of him! That ancient Complaint of GOD, by 
the Prophet 1faiah, in the beginning of his Prophecy, is yer, 
alas! too true in reference to us: I have nouriſhed ana brought up 
Children, and they have rebelled againſt me. The Ox knoweth his Own- 
er, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib, but Iſrael doth not know, my people 


doth not conſider. No; it is a ſign, an undeniable Argument, we 


do not conſider that we are under the Care of a good and graci- 
ous GOD, while there are Complaints in our Months, or Repi- 
nings in our Breaſts againſt any of his Providences, whatſoever 
they be. GOD no way deſerves it at our hands, that we ſhould 
have hard Thoughts of Him, queſtion his Goodneſs, bis willing- 
neſs to help us. You take it ill from your Children, and you have 
reaſon ſo to do, hen they ſuſpect your Love and Kindneſs, when, 
notwithſtanding your Labour and Care for their Good, they yer 
are full of Complaints agaiuſt you, or entertain unworthy 
Thoughts of you, as being wanting in Your Paternal Affection 
towards them. This is very bad in itſelf, and muſt needs be un- 
grateful ro you. The Caſe is the ſame, Brethren, betwixt GOD 
and us, did we well conſider it. He is, and he owns himſelf to 
be the Father of us all; and therefore to doubt of his Fatherly 
Regard to us, muſt needs be very ſiaful in us, and very diſplea- 
fing to Him. Neither do we only hereby rob GOD of that Ho- 
nour, thoſe Acknowledgments, which are due to him from us; 
but alſo deprive ourſelves of thoſe Comforts, which would com- 
poſe and refreſh our Spirits in all Conditions. In the multitude 
of our Thoughts within us, theſe Comforts would delight our Souls, as 
they did the holy Pſalmift's. It is our not conſidering, or not 
believing the Relation wherein we ſtand to GOD, and He to us, 
that lays the Foundation of all diſquieting Thoughts. It is no 
wonder that Men who live without God in the World, who will 
not be ſenſible of, not believe his willingneſs to ſupply them 
with whatever is in truth for their Good, ſhould live unquiet 
and diſconſolate Lives. Every little Diſappointmenr, every in- 
conſiderable Croſs, raifes Tempeſts in Turn a Man's Breaſt, makes 


him 


c 
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him diſconſolate, melancholy, and fretful: Whereas he that 
lives under conſtant and freſh Apprehenſions of God's Providence 
over him, and all his Affairs and Concernments, hath ſomethi 
to ſupport and ſatisſie him in all Occurrences whatever. Nei- 
ther will Proſperity render him loofe and careleſs, bean occaſion 
to him of Pride or Haughtineſs, ſwell him with high Thoughts 
of himſelf, and contempruous thoughts of others; nor will Ad- 
verſity and Diſappointments fo far depreſs and burden his Spirit 
s to render him comfortleſs, or fill him with frerful Apprehen- 
ons, and unworthy Thoughts either of GOD or Men: Nay, he 
can bleſs GOD in all Conditions, on and acknowledge his Wiſk 
dom and Goodneſs, as well when he thinks fit to afflict and cha- 
ſtiſe him, as when he more ſenſibly ſmiles upon him, and an- 


' ſwers his Deſires to the full. He knows, and reſts aſſured, that 


nothing befalls him but from the Hand and Direction of GOD, 
who knows what is good for him, better than he doth himſelf; 


| And if he deny him the deſire of his Soul, and the Requeſt of 


his Lips, he concludes, that this Denial proceeds not from 
want of any kindneſs in GOD towards him, but becauſe GOD 
ſees that the ſatisfying of his defire herein would be rather for 
his hurt than for his Good. Thus do due and worthy Appre- 
henſions of GOD guard the Soul againſt all Deſpondencies, and 
render all GOD's Diſpenſations welcome and grateful to us, and 
quite baniſh out of ou: Souls all Querelouſneſs and Diſcontent. 
I ſhall therefore endeavour to let you underſtand, how much 
GOD Almighty is concern'd for your Good ; that we are no 
leſs under the care of GOD, than Children are under the care 
of their Parents. Tho' we do not ſee GOD, neither can we 
with bodily Eyes, for he dwells in Light inacceflable, yet he 
is not far from any of us. The Wiſdom, Power and Good». 
neſs of GOD, are all managed with reference to our Happineſs. 
GOD hath us always in his Thoughts, tho' we are apt to put 
the thoughts of him far from us. G O D never was, he is not 
now,neither will he ever be whnnge, 2 promoting theSalvation 
of Mankind: So far as becomes a Wiſe and an Holy GOD, 
He did always and ever will interpoſe for the reducing of Men 
from a State of Sin and Miſery, to a Condition of Holineſs and 
Happineſs. Man's Miſery is the ſole Reſult of his own Neglect 
and Folly, for were he as ready to hearken unto G O D's Call, 
as GO D is to hearken to his Prayers: He would find an un- 
deniable Truth in what our Saviour aſſerts in the Words of 
=} Text. If ye then being evil, &c. | 
have already fo much enlarg'd upon the Deſign of our Sa- 
viour in theſe Words, and conſequently upon what muſt be 
my Deſign in them, To ſet forth GOD's Fatherly Care over 
us, and his readineſs to ſupply us with all good things; that 
there is nothing more needful to be ſpoken for the Explica. 

tion of them. 
| I ſhall only in brief ſhew you how far we proceded heretofore 
in the Conſideration of them, and ſo proceed to what * 
| ree 
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"Three Particulars you may pleaſe to remember we took no- 
tice of in the Words. (I.) A ſuppoſal of that Natural Inclination 
that is in Men to do good to their Children, Though Mans Nature 
be much degenerated, yet ſo much of Natural Affection re- 
mains in them, that their Children partake of their Care and 
Kindneſs : that they are ready to preſerve them from Evil, 
and to ſupply them with all things tending to their Good : 
This our Saviour ſuppoſes, and approves of as a commendable 
Qualification in Human Nature, as that which is agreeable to 
natural Principles, and the Light of Reaſon ; that Men ſhould 
have a Fatherly Care and Affection for the Fruit of their Bo- 
dy, their Children. A (ad.) Obſervable nom the Words is 
this, That we may, and ought to pray for the Spirit. Where by 
Prayer we are to underſtand the uſe of all our Faculties and 
Endeavours, of all the Means that G O D hath appointed 
whereby to communicate his Goodneſs to us. We muſt ash, 
if we would receive; we muſt ſeek, if we would fnd; we muſt 
knock, if we expect it ſhould be open'd to us. Tho',G O D be 
Free in the Dibenſarions of his Goodnels, yet he juſtly expects 
we ſhould ſeek it at his Hands, and put forth our own ſtrength 
in a conſcientious Uſe of all Means that tend to the procuring 
thereof, We have no ground to expett either Temporal or 
Spiritual Bleſſings from GOD, otherwiſe than in the Uſe of 
Means. This Obſervation was the chief Matter of my Diſcourſe 
before, when I proceeded therein on theſe Particulars : 
(1) How variouſly the Scripture makes uſe of this Word Spirit 
and the Holy Spirit. (2.) What were thoſe Graces of the Spirit 
which we are chiefly to pray for, to wit, the San#ifying Graces 
of the Spirit, that we might work out our own Salvation, as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it; that GOD having done ſo much for our 
Eternal Salvation, we might not by our own Negle& come 
ſhort thereof. There are common Gifts of the Spirit, whereby 
we are enabled for the Duties of our particular Callings, which 
in due place we may and ought to pray for ; but our greateſt 
Care is ro be had over our Souls, and we are chiefly to endea- 
vour that we may be Holy, and thereby fitted for an Everlaſt- 
ing Enjoyment of GOD : And therefore to theſe Words in my 
Text our Saviour preſently ſubjoyns in St. Matthew, Strive 10 
enter in at the Strait Gate. (3.) I ſhew'd you, Thoſe Means where- 
in G OD ordinarily communicates the Graces of the Spirit tows. A 
Principal one whereof is Prayer, which is therefore here only 
mention'd. Mn | 

The Third Particular obſervable in the Text, I could not then 
meddle with, and therefore intend it now for the Subje& of 
my prelent Diſcourſe ; which indeed, as I have intimated, is 
chiefly both intended and expreſs'd therein, the other being 
only ſuppos'd. And it is this: 

3. That GOD hath a Fatherly Care over us, and is both willing 
and ready to ſupply us with all God Things. I lay, Al Good Things; 
for tho' in the Text, the Spirit is only exprelſs'd, by which m 
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be meant only Spiritual Good Things; ſuch Aſſiſtances and In- 
fluences of his Grace as are neceſſary to the Salvation of out 
Souls; yet St. Matt hew's Expreflions in the parallel place to my 
Text, Matth. vil. 11- are more extenſive, and ſeem to compre. 
hend in them not only Spiritual, but Temporal Bleſſings alſo ; 
How much more, faith he, ſhall your Father which is in Heaven give 
good things to them that ark him. It's good Things in general, 
good Things of all Kinds; What is really and in truth good 
for us, GOD is ready to diſpenſe even of outward Mercies In- 
deed we are apt as to thoſe Things, thoſe oyrward Things, to 
deſire what is really for our Hurt, and therefore in ſuch Caſes 
it is an Argument of GO D's Love to deny us our Requeſts, 
We may reſt aſſur'd, that GOD knows better than we 
ourſelves what is good for us, and therefore in our purſvit 
of theſe Things, we are to acquieſce in His Wiſdom, and 
we have all Aſſurance that GOD will not be wanting to us, as 
to theſe Things, ia ſuch as are really good for us in our Capaci- 
ty, in our Condition. Riches and Honours, and grear Eſtates, 
and worldly Delights, they are things not Good in themſelves, 
but in order to a further End; and to them that do not uſe 
them to a right End, they are Curſes rather than Bleſſings: 
And therefore we have no abſolute Promiſes as to theſe 
Things, and G0 D's Denial of them to us, is no Argument 
that He is not mindful of us. So much of them as is really for 
our Good, we may expett at his Gracious Hands, if we be In- 
duſtrious and Careful, and Conſ ie tious in the Place He hath 
ſet us in. Extreme Poverty and Beggery is the Fruir of Sloth 
and Idleneſs, of a negle& of our own Faculties and Opportu- 
nities, of Profuſeneſs, and Ill- management of Affairs. Were 
not Men wanting to themſelves, we ſhould not hear of Com- 

lamts even as to thoſe Things. Should any extraordinary 
* bring us to a low Condition, as Caſualties by Fire, 
or Water, Sickneſs, or the like; in ſuch Cafes © O D's Provi- 
dence can find out Ways for our juſt Supplies, if we with Sub- 
miſſion rely on Him. And tho' the Phanomina of Providence 
in theſe Caſes, GO D's viſible Diſpenſations in theſe Ourward 
Things, ſeems ſometimes obſcure, and we cannot give an Ac- 
count of them; yet if we do but turn our Eyes upon ourſelves, 
and ſeriouſly confider, what it is we do or can deſerve at the 
Hands of GOD, we ſhall find ſufficient ground to ſilence all 
Murmurings and Repinings againſt GO D in the worſt that be- 
falls us: Nay, we ſhall have abundant Matter for Extolling and 
Admiring GOD in the large Proviſion He hath made for us, e- 
ven as to Outward Enjoyment, and with the holy Pſalmiſt cry 
out, O that Men would praiſe the LOR D for his Goodneſs, and for 
bus wonderful Works to the Children of Men. It is to this Fatherly 
Care of GOD rowards us, that we owe all the Comforrs of this 
Life: We live wholly upon G O D's Proviſion, and are Daily 
Fed at his Table. Yer, alas! who of us lives under a conſtant 
Senſe of this our Dependance upon GOD? We challenge the 
Creatures as our own, and never 8 Who it is that hats 
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arid preſerves them for our Uſe ; who it is that bleſſes them to 
us, gives not only w Power to apply them to our Uſe, but then 
Power to nouriſh, refreſh, and be ſerviceable ro us. There is a 
great Truth in thoſe Words that our Lord us'd in his Diſcourſe 
with the Devil, Matth. iv. 4. Man doth not live by Bread alone, but 
by every Word that proceedeth out of the Mouth of GOD : Whereby 
is intimated, that it is from the Bleſſing of GOD, and by His 
Appointment, that our Ordinary Food hath the Power to Che- 
Tiſh and Suſtain us; and where that is wanting, GOD would 
feed and uphold us by other Means, as He did the 1/raelites by 
Manna in * Wilderneſs ; upon which Miraculous Providence 
of His, thoſe Words were firſt ſpoken as we may ſee, Deus. viii.3. 
So vaſtly are we wanting in owning and acknowledging GO 
in theſe Common Mercies, as we call them, which are the ſole 
Reſults of GOD's Care over us, and * Fatherly Regard to us; 
that it would not be unſuitable to the Text to put Men in mind 
how much they are beholden to GOD for them, and depend 
ſolely upon Him for, and in the Ufe of them. But there are 
other Good Things of greater Concernment to us, that relate 
not only to our Bodies but our Souls, not only to this Life, but 
to a Future Life, an Eternal Life, which we intend chiefly to 
ſpeak to, and to ſhew, That even as to theſe Things, GOD 
hath made rich and ample Proviſion for us. GOD hath not 
only ſpread forth the Earth, and furniſh'd it for us, for dur Uſe, 
but hath open'd Heaven to us alſo. His Care over us is correſ- 
pondent to our Needs, to our Capacities ; and they are Spiritu- 
al Mercies that we moſt want; They alone can ſatisfy our Spi- 
Fits. Theſe Outward Enjoyments would never give true 
Peace and ſolid Satisfaction to us that are Rational Creatures, 
and bear an Impreſs of GOD upon our Souls; they are Things 
of an higher Nature that muſt make us Happy. And even theſe 
Things, Spiritual Mercies, GOD is ready to communicate to 
us; As He is the Father not only of our Bodies, but of our 
Spirits, ſo hath he made abundant Proviſion for Both. F you 
being Evil know how to give goed Gifts to your Children, how much 
more ſhall your Heavenly Father give, What ? the Holy Spirit to them 
that ack Him. So faith the Text expreſly; and that by the Ho!y 
Spirit here, are meant all Spiritual Supplies, all thoſe Divine 
Aſſiſtances and Influences that promote our Salvation, that 
tend to the Rene wing and Sanctifying of our Natures, and pre- 
paring us for an Heavenly Life; all the Sanctifying Graces of 
the: Holy Spirit of GOD, I have heretofore largely ſhewn. 
My preſent Buſineſs will be to evince the Truth of what is 
here Afﬀerted, That GOD is willing and ready to ſupply us 
with theſe Divine Bleſſings. Brethren, our Eternal Salvation 


is the main Buſineſs of Heaven; To recover us loſt Creatures 


to a State of Holineſs and Happineſs, is the great Deſign that 

+ GOD hath ever had ſince our firſt Apoſtacy from Him, We 

have indeed loſt ourſelves, but ſuch is the Infinite Mercy of 

Ob, chat He is ready, and ſuch the Congeſcenſion — =_ 
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Blefſed Saviour, that He came down from Heaven to ſcek and ts 


ſave thoſe that were lo#. Nothing can now obſtru& our Salva- 


tion, but our own wilful Impenitency. If we be willing to 
return, GOD is willing to receive us to Mercy. GOD is re- 


concileable to Sinners, and this His Reconcileableneſs will 
render all impenitent Sinners unexcuſable. GOD (as I ſaid) 
hath uſed, and doth uſe all the Means that becomes an Holy 


and a Wiſe GOD for the Eternal Salvation of Mankind; ſo that 


if any of us periſh, our Deſtruction will be the Fruit of our 
own doings. He ſets before us Life and Death ; If we wil- 


fully chuſe the Paths that lead to Death and Miſery, GOD will. 


be Righteous in our Condemnation. Men are apt to com- 
pla in, that they want Opportunities, they want Means, they 


want Grace; otherwiſe they would be more Holy, they would 


live better Lives, would not give way to ſuch and ſuch Sins. 


I have ſuch Temptations, ſaith one; ſuch Provocations, faith 


another; and that's the Reaſon that Luft and Paſſion fo prevail 
in me. Thus do Men delude their own Souls, and ſeek to ex- 
cuſe their Evil-doings : When alas ! they trifle away their hap- 
py Opportunities; They withdraw themſelves from, and care- 
lefly negle& the Means that GOD plentifully aﬀords them: 
They fill their Thoughts and Hearts with theis earthly, 
their worldly Concernments,. and render themſelves harden'd 
againſt all the Motions of GOD's Spirit, all the Admonitions 
and Warnings of GOD's Meſſengers, and ſo become barren and 
unfruitful, notwithſtanding all the Divine Influences of Grace, 
go on in Sin, known Sin, from Day to Day. This, this is 
the Ground of Mens Miſery, this the Ruin of Souls, this is the 
Reaſon we ſee ſo many live and dye in Sin. Our Saviour 
in the known Parable of the King that made a Marriage for 
his Son, Matth. xxii. doth plainly lay open Mens Carriage in 
this Caſe, how ſtrangely they ſlight G O D's Call, and His In- 
vitations, how they are not afraid to pretend other Concern- 
ments; nay, to cry out againſt, and ſpirefully to intreat thoſe 
that were ſent to them to invite them. Strange it is to conſi- 
der this! And yet, Brethren, it were no hard matter to ſhew 
the Truth of ſuch Carriage againſt GOD's gracious Offers, and 
His Invitations, from Inſtances even amongſt ourſelves, We 
are not, we cannot be altogether unacquainted, how GOD and 
His Meſſengers are entertain'd by ſeveral ſorts of Men. If we 
let them nor alone in their Sins, we are to Buſy, take more upon 
us, than becomes us, than we ought. What? Men are not to be 
forc'd in Religion; Conſciences are free. Is it ſo indeed? Are 
Conſciences alrogether Free? Tell me then, I pray you, the mean- 
ing of theſe Words in that Parable of the Marriage-Feaft, as St. 
Luke relates it, Chap. xiv. 23. Compel them to come in, that my Houſe 
may be full. I ſay, What is the meaning of theſe Words, if Men 
that pretend Conſcience, muſt be left to do what they pleaſe ? 
And I urge here farther, That when G O D calls you into his 
Houſe, its but a ſad Anſwer, to ay, That you are not prepar'd. 
| 2 
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What if GOD cuts you off before you have another Call an- 
other Opportunity? They were the Fooliſh Firgins that had Oyl 
to buy, when the Bridegroom knock'd, and they far'd according» 
Iy ; notwithſtanding their Pretence of being not Prepared, of have 
ing no Oyl in their Lamps, the Conſequence was ſad, the Door was 
ſhut, and they for ever left out. Such an Inſtance methinks, 
ſhould awaken Men that pretend to be ſerious in Religion; and 
the rather, becauſe it was no lefs a Perſon than our Saviour him- 
ſelf that ſpoke thoſe Parables, both that of the Mærriage- Feaſt, and 
chat of the Fooliſh Virgins. And there is a further Paſſage, in 
that of the Marriage-Supper, very conſiderable in this Caſe, when 
Men propoſe their unpreparedneſs as an Excuſe for their Neg- 
le& of hearkening to GOD's Call, and of uſing the Means 
that He hath appointed for the communicating of His Grace 
and Spirit to them : Amongſt rhoſe thar were gather'd together 
from the High-ways, there was One that came not having a 
Wedding-Garment But what then? Were the Meſſengers blam'd 
that did call him, and admit him, becauſe he was vnprepar'd 2 
Or were thoſe that came in together with him, the leſs accepted 
by GOD upon this Account, becavſe he came along with them, 
and did partake of the fame Means ? No ſuch thing. No? to 
him alone was that Sentence pronounc'd, Bind him Hand and 
Foot, and take him away and caſt him into utter Darkneſs : Neither 
had he any thing to ſay in defence of his Unpreparedneſs, or a- 
gainſt this ſad Doom for it is ſaid expreſly, that he was ſpeech- 
leſs. We do not adviſe you, Brethren, to attend upon GOD's Sa- 
cred Inſtitutions. with unprepar'd and unſanctify'd Hearts; No; 
we look upon you as Chriſtians, and as ſuch, we are, and muſt 
be urgent with you, not to neglet your Duty; and if not- 
withſtanding your Profeſſions you want ſuch inward Qualifica- 
tions, ſuch WWedging-Garments, as become theſe Holy Solemani- 
ties, we muſt leave you to judge; Neither will He impure 
it to you as a Sin, and thereupon Sentence you, that you came; 
but that you came unprepar'd : Your Coming is your Duty; 
your Fauſt and your Sin is your Unpreparedneſs; which is, 
with GOD's Aſſiſtance, in your own Power to remedy. For [ 
know no Unpreparedneſs, where there is a ſincere, humble, 
penitent Heart, which you profeſs by and in your very Coming. 
And therefore we have ground to hope well of you, and you ro 
hope well from God, while you have a Care to walk anſwerable 
to this your Profeſſion, and according to your Promiſe here, Lead 
4 new Life, from hcnceforth walking in His Holy Ways. This you 
may reſt aſſur d of, GOD waits to be Gracious, He is ready to 
accept of all Returning and Penirent Sinners ; He hath a Father- 
ly Care over us, both as to our Bodies and our Souls. Our Savi- 
our aſſures us in the Text, that He is ready to give to us the 
Spirit; that is, all Things tending to the Salvation of our Souls. 
And this I am now to Prove and Demonſtrate to you; and 
that I ſhall do upon theſe Three General Grounds : 
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(1) GOD hath implanted in us Naturally a Knowledge of 
Himſelf and His Will; We have a Natural Law imprinted upon 
our Souls, on purpoſe to lead us ro GOD, and to Eternal Hap- 
pineſs; we have a Light of Conſcience within us, and are able to 
diſcern what is Good and what is Evil; what is acceptable to 
GOD, and what is otherwiſe. The main Principles of Religion 
are Legible by the Law of our Nature, are engraven upon our 
Hearts That which may be known of God is manifeſt in us, as the A- 
poſtle St. Paul excellently exprefles it, Rom i. 19, 20. The inviſe 
ble things of God from the Creation of the World, are clearly ſeen, be- 
ing underſtood by the things that are made, even his eternal Power and 
Godhead ; And from hence he concludes, that even the Heathens 
in their Idolatry, and other Impieties were without excufe. That's 


the Pirſs way therefore whereby GOD leads Men to Salvation. 


(2.) In all Ages of the World GOD hath according to His 
Wiſdom Revealed His Will to Mankindin order to their Salvation, 
by extraordinary Ways and Methods, by His Angels, by His 
Prophets, and laſtly by His Son. 5 

(3.) GOD atfords daily Influences of Light and Strength from 
his Spirit to the minds and hearts of Good Men. He enlightens their 
Souls, quickens their Aﬀe&ions, enables them to wirhſtand 
Temptations, to ſubdue Luſt, ſuggeſt Heavenly Thoughts, raiſes 
in them Longings and Thirſtings after Holineſs, a Delight in 
GOD and in the ways of GO D. Such bleſſed Operations are 
by the help of GOD's Spirit effected in Holy and Good Men. 
And were we all Conſcientious in the uſe of Divine Inſtitutions, 
did we knock and ſcek and ask, we might all in our Meaſures, ac- 
cording to our Place experience ſuch Aſſiſtances from GOD. 
The Text is expreſs as to this particular, and may chiefly by 


| on intimate thoſe occaſional Influences, or habitual Graces of 
t 


e Spirit in the Hearts of Good Men; though I, you ſee, en- 
large it to all the Methods of GOD in reference to Mens Salva» 
tion, all the Inſtances wherein GOD manifeſts His fatherly Care 
for our Eternal Good; and I choofe to do ſo, that Men ſeeing 
how niindful GOD is of them, may ſeriouſly conſider how ut- 
terly inexcuſable they will be that negle& or reſiſt all GOD's 
Merhods for their good. The particulars that I have mention'd 
are all of them, of great Concernment and large Extent ; but 
rhe Time will give me leave only to touch upon them. | 

I begin with the Firſt. | 

(1) GOD hath mainfeſted his Love and Care in reference 
to our Eternal Salvation, in that He hath imprinted upon our Souls 
naturally a knowledge of himſclf, and his will. A ſenſe ofa Divine 
Being, and an Honour due thereto from us, a diſtinction betwixt 
Goof and Evil, Vertuous and Baſe Actions, theſe are things 
which Human Nature leads us to. Reaſon and Religion are 
fo rwiſted rogerher in our Natures, that we cannot approve our 
ſelves Rational Creatures, without ſome inclinations and ten- 
denciesto Religion. Did Men live up to the DiQtates of their own 
Conſeiences,to the Light of natural Reaſon, to the free and eaſy 


ſuggeſti- 


C-RED 
ſuggeſtions of an utiprejudiced Mind; thoſe would lead them 
in a great meaſure to the practical part of Chriſtianity. Natural 
Light cannot but approve the excellency of the Precepts of the 
Goſpel. Indeed the Doctrine of CHRIST relating to our Pra- 
Qice, is but Morality tmprov'd ; and therefore they that ſpeak 
againſt max we underſtand not what Chriſtianity is; For 


Chriſttanity is the higheſt Morality, the moſt perfect Body of 
Moral Duties, that ever the World was acquainted with; and 
no wonder, for our Saviour ſaith, that He came not to deftroy the 
Law, but to perfect and compleat it, fulßl it, as we Tranllate it. 
The Law of Nature, and the oral part of the Jewiſb Law which 
is the ſame, is of an Eternal Obligation, can never be cancel- 
led; it is from the ſame GOD that the Goſpel itſelf is, and its 
deſign was the ſame with the Goſpel ; its firſt deſign was; I fay 
the Law of Naturein its firſt Tendency and Deſiga from GOD, 
was the ſame with that of the Goſpel, to be the meaſure of our 
Duty, and our Guide to Happineſs. Our Lord indeed hath fur- 
niſhed us with a more perfe& Rule, with a more ſure Guide 

(as I ſhall ſhew anon ;) But this Natural Light, this Light o 

Conſcience will be the Condemnation of the greateſt part of 
Mankind, yea of Chriſtians too, its to befeard. My meaning 
is, that many profeſſing Chriſtianity, live in the practice of 
thoſe Sins, which the Light of Nature tells us are damning 
Sins. Be not deceived, ſaith the Apoſtle, neither Fornicators, nor 
Haolaters, nor Adulterers, ner Effeminate, &c. nor Thieves, nor Cove- 
tows nor Drunkards,nor Revilers,nor Extortioners ſhall inherit the ł ing- 
dam of God. The Apoſtle faith ſo indeed; But, Brethren, doth 
not the very Law of Nature ſay the ſame? Are not fuch Sin- 
ners as theſe condemned alſo in the Hearts and Conſciences of 
all ſober Men ? We need not the Light of the Golpel to give 
Sentence againſt ſuch Sinners. And are there no ſuch that go 
under the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ? Neither are theſe the on- 
Sinners that Natural Reaſon condemns; there are others 
hat look upon themſelves as Chriſtians. of an higher Rank 
than ordinary, whoſe Principles and Practices, if they be well ex- 
amined, will be found to be ſuch as are contrary to the Light 
of Nature; Proud, Cenſorious, Contemners of Lawful Ma- 
giſtrates, Diſturbers of Chriſtian Churches and States, Revilers 
of ſuch as are ſet over them by the Laws both of GOD and 
Men. Can ſuch juſtifie, themſelves, or ſay they do not vio- 
hte the very Laws of Nature, by which Societics are founded 
and preſerved, both in their Religious and Civil Concerns ? 
Would Men be perſwaded to lay aſide their Prejudices, their 
Paſſions, their private Intereſts, their priding themſelves in be- 
ing taken notice of as conſiderable in ſome Party, and Popular 
Faction; were but ſuch things laid aſide, which debauch Mens 
Minds, and hinder them from having right Apprehenſions and 
ne Judgments of things; it were impoſſible but that Men 
of mean Capacities, giving due Attendance to the diftates of 


right Reaſon, ſhould eaſily ſee that to give Liberty to Fanati, 


cal 
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tal Pretenders, to Reformed Churches and States, is the readieſt 
way to baniſh, not only Religion out of the World, but all Ci- 
vility and Humanity too. A little attendance to Sober Reaſon 
will ſhew the Falſneſs of all thoſe Principles of ſuch as diſturb 
our Church and State; Thoſe bold Revilers of qur truly 
Apoſtolical Church, (perhaps the beſt conſtituted Church in 
the Chriſtian World) whom the Apoſtle, you ſee, ranks among 
the moſt Prophane, amongſt thoſe of moſt proſtituted Princi- 
ples and Practices So that we are not ſo devoid even by Na- 
ture of the Knowledge of GOD and His Will, but that there- 
by we might be taught our Duty, and in a great meaſure led 
unto Happineſs ; did we duly give heed to that Law, which 


GOD harh writ upon the Tables of all our Hearts. It's true-by - 


habitual Sinning the even natural Notions of Good and Evil may 
be almoſt blotted out. Sad experience atteſts this, not only in 


the Heathen World, but in Chriſtian Societies, G O D hath 


juſtly, and may juſtly leave Men to a Reprobate mind: But bleſ- 
ſed be GOD the generality of the World do not arrive at this 
pitch. The Conſciences of Men prevail ſo far, as, if not to re- 


ſtrain them from, yet to check and judge them for groſs Impi- 


eties. Oh! cake heed how you contradi& the Light of your on 


Conſciences, that you do not put out this Candle of the Lord, that 


you liſten to this inward Monitor, this Witneſs of GOD of 


your own attings, that you have in your Breaſts. This is a Beam 


of Divine Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the World. 
This is an Inſtance of GO1)'s Care in reference to the Recovery 


of Mankind, that He Enlightens us, Awakens us, Admoniſhes 
us, by a Natural Law written in our Conſciences. Upon at- 


count of rhis Natural Knowledge that we-have of GOD,aad the 


ways of Righteouſneſs, and Honeſty it is that Solomon expreſſeth 


himſelf ſo Elegantly, Prov. i. 20. and ſo on.  Wiſdcm cryeth wi: l- 
out, ſhe uttereth Her voice in the Streets. She cryeth in the chief places 


of Concourſe in the opening of the Gates, in the City ſhe uttereth Her 


Words ; How long ye Simple ones will ye love Simplicity, and the Scor- 
ners delight in their Scorning, and Fools hate knowledge * Turn you at 
my reproef, and ſo forth. By theſe Figurative and Elegant xpreſ- 
ſions, doth rhe Wiſe King ſer forth the large Proviſion that 


GOD affords us from the Principles of cur own Natures, for 


our Direction in the Ways of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; then 
concludes, as it there follows, that Man's Deſtruction is ſolely 
from himſelf. Becauſe I have called and yerefuſed, I have ſtretched 
out my Hands and no Man regarded ; ye have ſet at naught all my 
Counſels, and would none of my Reproof, I alſo will laugh at the Ca- 


lamity, When Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh upon you, they ſhall call 


upon me, but I will not anſwer: and ſo forth. Dreadfull Words! 
ſo much doth GOD rake notice, how we improve and anſwer 


the Light that GOD vouchſafcs us, even the Light, of our 
own Conſciences. | 


- 


But Brethren, there is ſtill a greater Light that GOD bath 


oO 


— - - - ̃ ̃F——— n „% „ " 


tha P * - 


(49) 

and therefore 1 add in the Sem place, that GOD ont of 
His Fatherly Care and Regard to our Salvation, hath in allAges, 
according as He in his Wiſdom thought fir, Reveal His Will 
unto Mankind by Extraordinary Means, by the Meſſzge of An- 
gels, by Inſpiration of Prophets, and /aftly, which we are moſt 
concern'd in, by the ſending of his own. Son into the World, 
our Bleſſed Lord. I ſhall not now meddlc with GOD's Diſpen- 
ſations upon this account with former Ages; what Revelation 
He was pleaſed ro make of himſelf, before the Law given to 
Moſes, and during the time of that Law from Moſes to Chriſt, 
Neither ſhall I in this place diſpute, Whether Cbriſ were at all, 
or in what Degree, or Methods Reveal'd among the Heat bent; 
St. Peter hath ſaid ſufficient to ſatisſie us in ſuch Queries as theſe, 
in the 1c:th of the Ack, wer 34, 35. Where we read theſe words 
of his, Of . Truth I perceive that God is v0 reſpecter of Perſons, 
but in every Nation He that feareth Him, and worketh Righteouſneſs 
Is accepted with him. Our Buſineſs and Concern is, rather to 
conſider what GOD hath done for us; how He hath by his owa 
Son moſt clearly Reveal'd to us the Way and Means of our 
Eternal Happineſs. We have the certainty of a Furure State, 
the Rewards of a Holy Life, and the Everlaſting Deſtruction of 
Impenitent Sinners, laid before our Eyes in the Goſpel of Chrif, 
and daily read them in the Writings of his Apoſtles, who 
were furniſhed with Miraculous Effuſions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
on Purpoſe to Reveal this Goſpel to the World. Neither hath 

GOD's Care for our Salvation reſted here. Bur in the 
(3.) Third place, He is ready to ſupply us with the Gracious In- 
Puences of His Spirit, for the making theſe Means of the Light 
of our own Nature, and the Goſpel Reveal'd, Effectual to our 
Salvation. Thus on GOD's part are all things ready; and 
Therefore how inexcuſable ſhall we be, if notwithſtanding all 
the Means GOD uſes for our Salvation, we yet die in our Sin, 
and in our Miſery. Shall GOD be ſo highly concern'd to make 
us Happy in the Eternal Enjoyment of Himſelf, and ſhall we 
think ĩt a Burden tojoyn inthe ſolemn Aſſemblies of His People, 
to celebrate the Memorial of the great things He hath done for 
our Salvation? Shall our Dying Saviour Inſtitute thoſe Sacred 
Myfteries for a Memorial of Him, and ſhall we careleſly with- 
draw from them? Are the Sanctifying Graces of GOD's Spirit 
not worth ſeeking after ? Or where do you expect ro find them 
but in a Conſciencious Attendance upon his Sacred Inſtitutions. 
Alas + Men know not what Enemies they are to their own Souls 
while they turn aſide from Chriſt's Way, and run into By- 
ths; where they may indeed meet with a Spirit, a Spirit of 
rror and Deluſion, a Spirit of Pride and Cenſoriouſneſs, a 
Turbulent Factious Spirit. Bur Brethren, the Spirit of Chriſt 
that Santtifies our Hearts, that's only to be found in the way 
of Chriſt ; and the way where we may find Chriſt is in the Al- 
ſemblies of his People. Where two or three are gathered together in 
my Name, I will be in the midſt of them. You ſee Chriſt's Promile 


is to his People gathered together, ſay not therefore you * 
| ve 
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have the Spirit in your own Houſes, and thereupon ſlight the 
Publick Aſſemblies. Again; to them that are Gathered together 
in my Name. What's the meaning of being gathered together 
in Chriſt's Name? If there be any here that frequent unlawful 
Meetings, I might challenge them to anſwer me this Query, 
and tell me what it is to be gather'd together in Chriſt's Name. 
I only now adviſe every one to conſider it in their own Conſci- 
ences; for my Time is Spent. 

To you Brethren that are willing to wait on CHRIST 
in His own way, and to attend on thoſe Holy Myſteries, this 
Promiſe ſpeaks full: And you may expect C H R i S T's Pre- 
ſence with you at this Holy Table, and the Influences of His 
Grace and Spirit, for the ſtrengthening of your FATTH, 
the enlivening of your HOPES, and the encreaſe of your LO 
and CHARITY one towards another. For, Brethren, in our 
joyful Celebration of Divine Inſtitutions, in gathering toge- 
ther for the Worſhiping of G O D, we profeſs ourſelves Chil. 
dren of the ſame Father, engaged in the ſame Concernments, 
and Expectants of the ſame Inheritance. And theſe Things 
duly conſider'd muſt needs Sweeten our Affections, muſt work 
in us a ſecret Reverence and Endearment for each other. No 
fuch way, Brethren, to baniſh all III-will, Envy, and Malice 
out of our Hearts, as to meet often rogether in GOD's Houſe. 
The very Preſence and Society of each other in thoſe Sacred 
Things, muſt needs induce us to a ſecret Love and Eſteem 
of each other, and an inward fear of offending or injuring the 
meaneſt of us, we being all linked together in the moſt Sacred 
Bonds. Such bleſſed Fruits as theſe may we expect from our 
Holy Aſſemblies, by a Conſcientious Attendance on them, we 
ſhall be enabled to Live Holily, and Dye Comfortably. 


Which GOD in Mercy grant; To whom be aſcribed all Honour, 
and Glory, and Adoration henceforth and for ever. 
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Note, The Author Adminiſtred the Sacrament on the Day 
this Sermon was Preach'd. 
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Eile Dedicatory, pag. 1. line 2. r. Treatiſes. p. 2+ l. ay. aſt. Mirth dele , and 
after Paſtime dele , I. 43. for lecoming, r. become. p. 7. I. 38. r. ſuch an. 

12. I. 22. for firſt-Fruit, r. Firſt Fruit. p. 14. I. 8. r. opponatur. p. 20. I. 1. 
for and r. or, dele the Comma after ought, I. 29. dele ws. p. 34 1. 9. for 
would r. could. p.35- for to r. 100. p. 36. I. 32+ r. to your Judge, p. 38. 1. 36. 
r. the very Light. p. 39. J. dele the, r. reform. ibid. 1. 14. for the even, r. ever 
he. The Teſt of the Errata, Whether in the Words or Pointing the Reader is 
deſired to correct. 8. 
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